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Goings On at Seashore —

Seashore’s 2024 season came to an end with the very popular Christmas 
Prelude events.

Seashore Trolley Museum’s Model Railroad Building will be open all winter 
and spring long, every Thursday-Saturday from 10AM-4PM.  If the week is 
a school vacation week in Maine or New Hampshire, it will also be open the 
Wednesday of that week from 10AM-4PM. Trolley operations will resume 
for members on Saturday, April 26 and for the general public on Saturday, 
May 3, 2025. 

Seashore on the “world stage” -  


On December 17th Jim Schantz gave a very interesting presentation of 
Seashore’s history and ongoing activities to the Turin (Italy) Historical 
Tramways Association (ATTS).  ATTS has a primarily European 
membership but its overall membership is worldwide.  ATTS acquires and 
restores cars from Italian cities and elsewhere in Europe then operates 
them on Turin’s streetcar system.  Jim’s presentation to one of ATTS’s 
regular ZOOM meetings was at the request of an ATTS leader who had 
visited Seashore in May.  The presentation was most interesting and very 
well received.


For additional event information and ongoing museum information 
throughout the year be sure to check:  https://trolleymuseum.org/
events/  
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Do You Recognize ?

Last Month’s Do You Recognize-

Last Month’s operation was a bit more complex at it involved two electric 
lines operating at the same time and intertwined by a partial lease of one 

by the other.  The first 
being an electric railroad, 
initially narrow gauge that 
began as a horse and 
mule powered railway in 
1874 named the Street 
Railroad Company.  This 
system was renamed the 
Stockton Electric Railroad 
in 1891 with the first 
electric cars operating on 
15 July 1892.  The system 
was converted to standard 
gauge during 1905-1906.  

In 1902 the Stockton Electric Railroad Company sold three-fourths of its 
stock to Henry H. Huntington of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company. 
The Southern Pacific eventually got complete ownership of the streetcar 
company. for approximately $125.000.
The second electric line - the the Central California Traction Company - 
was  incorporated on 7 August 1905 as a second streetcar line for the 
citizens of its origin city and 
an alternative to the existing 
narrow gauge Stockton 
Electric Railroad.  Electric 
passenger service began 
on 1 September 1907 with 
local trolley service 
competing with the above 
mentioned electric railroad 
and interurban service in 
direct competition with a 
major steam railroad. In 
August of 1910 the line had 
reached the city that would 
be its end point and 
passenger trains began 
through service. Freight 
service followed with 
merchandise, livestock, and produce (primarily grapes, strawberries, and 
sugar beets).  At its peak, this interurban was operating 36 passenger 
trains a day.                 

No.#3 - Freight Motor - American Car Co. 1906

No.#88 - Passenger Motor - St. Louis Car Co. 1925



The Central California Traction Company used overhead wires in the cities 
served while power 
between the cities 
was fed by a covered 
third rail energized at 
1200 volts DC while 
the cities were 
serviced with 600 
volts DC by catenary.
It became evident 
that there was not the 
demand for the two 
trolley operations and 
on 22 May 1915 the 
trolley operations 

were merged through the 
Stockton Electric Railroad 
leasing the trolley trackage of 
the Central California Traction 
Company while the traction 
company focused on its 
interurban passenger and 
freight operation  
 
In 1928 there was an attempt to 
sell Central California Traction 
to competing Southern Pacific 
Railroad.  A struggle for control 
by three major steam railroads, 

WP, ATSF, and SP, 
was decided in 1936 
when the Interstate 
Commerce 
Commission awarded 
the three railroads 
shared control of the 
interurban.  With the 
impact of the Great 
Depression and the 
struggle for control 
the interurban fell on 
hard times and on 4 
February 4 1933 the 
interurban operated 

No.#24 - Locomotive  - Second Hand 60 Ton -  Baldwin-
Westinghouse  1944

No.#6 - Freight Motor - Company Shops 1921

No.#86 - Passenger Motor - St. Louis Car Co. 1925



its last passenger train.  
Freight  operations continued under wire until  1946 when the move from 
electricity to diesel was begun with the purchase of two GE 44-tonners.   
On 24 December 1947 the line completed dieselization.  The traction 
company still operates residual freight operations, partially over a portion of 
the original route and some leased trackage.
The urban streetcar 
service survived until 
28 September 1941 
when the electric 
railroad, sold to Pacific 
City Lines for $1.5 
million in 1939, was 
converted to buses.
In fact the terminus city, 
Sacramento, for the 
interurban was also 
served by trolleys of an 
energy and railway 
company, Pacific Gas & 
Electric, from 1906 through 1943 when it sold these services, converted to 
bus in 1947.

The images in our collection were taken in the 1937-40 range so the 
traction company was out of the passenger business and the electric 
railroad in its final years.

This Month’s Do You Recognize-

This month’s interurban railway was incorporated in 1901 and began 
service in 1903 with a 34 mile line 
and in 1905 another 22 miles was 
constructed.  The ambition for the 
line as indicated by its original 
name and the subsequent two 
additional names occasioned by 
receivership and sale was to extend 
into an adjoining state.  Several 
plans were put forth to extend from 
the 1905 terminus to that goal but 
none came to fruition.  

Two of the plans would have resulted in the line ending in the city where a 
river originates that ends where this interurban began.  The river flows in 

No.#10 - Freight Motor - Cincinnati Car Co. (1930)

Acquired Second Hand in 1938 with two other similar units 
(Nos. # 8 & 9)

No. #6 - John Stephenson Company (1903)



the opposite direction from the extensions of the interurban - but this is a 
decent hint.  The interurban 
roughly paralleled the river 
although the roadbed was 
anywhere from adjacent to 
about 15 miles north of said 
river.  Also, the river’s name 
is an anglicized spelling of 
the Odawa Indian name for 
the adjacent Miami tribe.

The line was parallel to a 
major class one steam road 

and interchanged carload freight 
with the railroad.  While not major 
in the sense of tonnage the 
freight revenue was important to 
the interurban’s bottom line.  The 
interurban cars provided more 
frequent schedules, more 
passenger stops, and were less 
expensive than the steam road.  
Prior to the rise of the automotive 
era and improved roads the 
interurban was an attractive 

mode.  In addition the company’s generating station provided electricity to 
many of the communities served by the line.

The “Railway” was profitable but the owners managed to get into a 
squabble over stock ownership 
and this ultimately forced the line 
into receivership in 1907 and 
renamed as a “Traction 
Company”.  In 1910 it was sold 
to a New York investor and yet 
again renamed, this time as a 
“Railroad” that it kept until it 
closed.

By the mid-1930s the impact of 
the depression was in full swing 
and at the same time motor 
vehicle competition was on the upswing. In 1935 the lines lost access over 
a local city line (abandoned) into its home city and was forced to have its 
terminus on the outskirts.  The line limped on for another four years with 
the end of service coming in October 1939.  At the end there were only four 

Car No. #2 later in life

No. #54 - JG Brill (1915)

No. #80 - Baldwin-Westinghouse (1915)



trips a day operating over the 
line and it had experienced 
operating losses for 13 of its 
last 16 years.

Library Committee             Library Committee

The next Library Committee meeting followed by a workshop is scheduled 
on January 11, 2025 from 10AM -2PM.  

The next Library Committee workshop is scheduled on February 8, 2025 
from 10AM -2PM.

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays are held from 10AM - 2PM 
with start times adjusted seasonally to weather and traffic.  The meetings 
are on a bimonthly basis on the odd months followed by a workshop with 
standalone workshops from 10 AM-2 PM on the even months.  Start times 
are adjusted seasonally -  Updated information will be forthcoming as 
available. 

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully 
resumption in the future.  There is also discussion of possible additional  
workshops.

For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact 
Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair

Meeting Dates for 2025 with Business Meeting followed by workshop:  
Jan 11; Mar 8; May 10; July 12; Sept 13; Nov 8

Workshop Dates for 2025: Feb 8; Apr 12; June10; Aug 9 ; Oct 11; Dec 13
    

No. #80 - Baldwin-Westinghouse (1915)



Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://
digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with 
useful and interesting resource material including, among other things, links 
to some three decades of the Street Railway Journal and the Electric 
Railway Journal on line is located at on line resources: 

 https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library 
has uploaded material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The 
DigitalMaine Repository is a partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine 
State Archives and community institutions around the state.

The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow 
you to literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is 
for Library Development – Fund 951.

The Main Line - Availability If you are not on our direct distribution list 
and would like to be, please drop a note to TheMainLine@ramsdell.com .  
You can also find the most recent (18 +/-) issues on the museum’s website 
at:  https://trolleymuseum.org/seashore-trolley-museum-library/library-
newsletter/   Note: The most recent issue generally is available on the 
above site within two or three days of publication.

Regards,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 
The Main Line  
TheMainLine@ramsdell.com (Temporary: eramsdell@comcast.net)
http://www.trolleymuseum.org
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 Wandering through the collection -  

The McGraw Electric Railway Directory for 
Aug 1919 is a semi-annual (Feb & Aug) 
detailing of electric railways in the United 
States, Canada & Mexico published by 
McGraw-Hill.  These directories are most 
interesting to peruse and useful in 
research.  The following is an example 
excerpted from the directory as it pertains 
to the State of Maine. 








