
December 2022

*Goings On At Seashore - 
The Christmas Prelude Trolley Rides closed out the 2022 season.   The 
Museum hosted over 3,150 guests.  The Railway Operations team braved 
the cold and the elements to help put on a spectacular event.

The year 2022 was a great year for Seashore Trolley Museum. The 
Museum hosted 30,975 guests this season, a record in recent history! 
Thanks to the support of two major restricted gifts this year, the building a 
new trolley carhouse and a model railroad building are in process.  The 
hardworking volunteers and staff also made great progress on many trolley 
restoration and preservation projects this year.

Brooke Hubner and Rick Wolf were appointed to the two vacant Elected 
Trustee terms at the November board meeting.  They will serve out the 
remaining terms, which both end in April 2023.

The Volunteer & Donor Appreciation Dinner was held at the Doubletree by 
Hilton, Andover, MA. on December 28, 2022.

*(material excerpted from Director’s updates)

Upcoming Events: 

Saturday, April 29, 2023:  Annual Meeting of the New England Electric 
Railway Historical Society, doing business as Seashore Trolley Museum 
and the National Streetcar Museum at Lowell.  

Saturday, May 6, 2023: Opening Day 2023!  

For further additional event information and ongoing information throughout 
the year be sure to check:  https://trolleymuseum.org/events/ .
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Do You Recognize ?

Last Month’s Do You Recognize - 

Our line of interest ultimately connected the two major seaside resorts of 
Atlantic City, NJ and Ocean 
City, NJ as the endpoints of its 
high-speed interurban.  Our 
line’s headquarters city, Atlantic 
City, was founded in 1854 
when a local businessman built 
a lighthouse and persuaded 
people to move there to use 
the port for trading purposes.  It 
a few years it was found that 
the area’s true value was as a 
resort area.  However, to this 
day, the port supports a fishing 
fleet dedicated to the surf clam 
and ocean quahog fishery.

Our railroad grew from the merger of a series of lines controlled by a major 
class-1 railroad.  The original line named after the state was a steam 
dummy operation running from the northern endpoint to a point of land 
about 12 route-miles from 
origin and terminating at 
Somers' Point, N. J. to 
connect with a ferry a 
couple of miles from its 
eventual endpoint at the 
Ocean City.  The line 
actually ran inland and 
then southerly to avoid 
several bodies of water 
and extensive marshes. 
Electrification came in 
1906 and in 1907 a long 
trestle replaced the ferry 
to Ocean City.  A short 
extension was added in 1908 moving end-of-track to a boardwalk on the 
southern resort city’s oceanfront.  Perhaps making the line unique as both 
endpoints of its high-speed line were at oceanfront boardwalks.  Service 
offered an approximate half-hour headway until the early 1930s and then 
hourly.  Additional service was operated during the summer months.

There was actually a competing line from Atlantic City to the ferry.  This 
line, a suburban trolley, was electrified two years prior to our line but had 

Car #unknown & # 102 of the original 17 Interurbans that 
were the backbone of the high speed line from 1906 to 

1948 - John Stephenson Company  (1906)


The Long Trestle (2 miles) that permitted direct access into 
Ocean City, NJ.  The trestle was built in 1907 and burned in 

1946.



inferior infrastructure and 
never gained direct access to 
the southern resort city as our 
line controlled the trestle built 
in 1907.  This competitor 
lasted until 1929.
Our line also leased the trolley 
lines in its home city and 
another trolley line southerly 
along the length of the island 
where its home city was 
located.  It was possible to 

reach the southern 
resort by taking the 
island trolley route to 
its southern terminus 
and then a ferry.  For 
some years our line 
promoted the concept 
of taking the high-
speed interurban in 
one direction and the 
ferry/railway 
combination in the 
other.  These various 
leased lines and our line all had common ownership interests involving the 
major class-1 mentioned earlier.

In the early years our line was both inventive and successful.  In 1907 with 
the initiation of through cars between the two resort endpoints on the high-

speed line our railroad 
introduced flatcars towed 
behind the big interurbans.  
They offered to transport 
automobiles between the two 
cities in 40-50  minutes when 
driving your auto through the 
sand, no hard roads, 
amounted to an all day trip.  
In 1911, noting the high water 
table in its home city, the line 
purchased a funeral car to 
transport caskets and 
mourners to inland 

cemeteries.  In 1935 the 
Wolfington Body Company sold a fleet of buses to Class-1 railroad for use 

Another view of the Long Trestle.

Interurban #104 -  John Stephenson Company  (1906)

towing a flatcar with two “horseless carriages” on board.  Maybe the first 

trip of the auto transport service as there appears to be flags an signs.

Car #6846 - JG Brill (1918)

Acquired 3rd hand for operation on Atlantic City lines and 

along the southerly route on its island.



in feeding our high-speed line.  Innovation continued in 1936 with the 
addition of hostesses on some of the interurban’s trips.

Large Stephenson and Brill wooden cars provided service throughout the 
interurban's history with 
the principal fleet from 
start to end being 17 
Stephensons (#101-#117) 
built in 1906.  

The company also 
controlled the street 
railway in its headquarters 
city and the leased trolley 
line southerly along the 
length of Absecon Island, 
where Atlantic City is 
located,  with smaller cars, 
many 2nd and 3rd hand, 

including a Brilliner acquired in 1938 and 24 more ordered in 1939 
(delivered 1940).  Only in Atlantic City did this unique car serve as the basic 
rolling stock of a transit system until the very end of streetcar service in 
December of 1955, supplemented by a few other new and used Brill cars. 

The Depression and 
competition from 
automobiles, buses, and 
jitneys took their toll but the 
1946 burning of the long 
trestle that carried our line 
to its southern endpoint was 
the coup-de-gras.  There 
were not the resources to 
rebuild the trestle.  The 
interurban cars continued 
service to the again end-of-
track (Somers' Point, N. J.) 
at the destroyed trestle in 
connection with a shuttle bus 
on to Ocean City, but on January 18, 1948, interurban operations were 
abandoned in favor of bus service.  City streetcar service in Atlantic City 
lasted until 1955.

 Our railroad has a place on a popular Monopoly board 
game.  Its name has been changed over time - initially the 

place on the board carried the railroad’s slogan - Shore 

The terminal that had served our line in Atlantic City

Brilliner #6918 - JG Brill (1939)

One of twenty-five Brilliners ordered in 1938-39


These cars were the backbone of service on Absecon Island  
from 1940 until the end of service in 1955.



Fast Line.  The individual who ultimately patented the game, Charles 
Darrow, disliked the length of the name and shortened it to Short Line so as 

to better fit the space on the board.

This Month’s Do You Recognize -

This street railway was located in Northern New England and from 1900 to 
1924 operated between its endpoint 
namesake cities. The line’s 
promoters received their charter on 
November 22, 1892, but nearly 
seven years were were required 
before construction started.
The line was capitalized initially at 
the grand sum of $20,000. 
One local businessman who had 

been very interested in the 
railway was elected as a 
director of the company. He 
donated a large piece of his 
farm on the south side of the 
route, approximately halfway 
between the two villages, to the 
railway with the intent that the 
land be developed as a family 
park, where picnics, dances, 
and other activities could be 
held. Two restrictions on the 
property were that no 
intoxicating beverage was ever to be sold on the property; and if the railway 
abandoned the property, it should revert to his heirs.  I have included 
several images of the railway with two photos at a public park built by the 

street railway.  From the park 
picture (either #4 or #5) apparently 
there was not a “no running rule” 
when exiting the car.  The park 
featured several beautifully 
terraced acres on which were 
located a pavilion, a theater, a 
small zoo, playgrounds, attractive 
picnic areas, ball fields, tennis 
courts, a polo field, and a 
swimming pool. Band concerts 
were held during the summer.

Open #4 at the park

#8 closed car with open vestibules -

Possibly Wason? (c. 1900)


Barrel car #2 - Duplex Car Co. licensed (1900)

Image believed to be the first car arriving at western 

endpoint in July 1900.



A somewhat poignant note is that the above cited local businessman and 
director, being gravely ill, had expressed an intense desire to see cars 

running on the line 
before he died, and so 
on June 13, 1900 the 
end of the line, in his 
home town, was 
energized, and a newly 
arrived car was run 
from the depot to his 
home.  Only days after 
having this wish 
fulfilled, he died at the 
age of fifty-seven.  On 
June 20, a car carried 

his body from his home 
to his farm. Due to an uncompleted trolley bridge a horse-drawn 
conveyance provided transport the rest of the way to the cemetery.  

A few days later, on July 1, 1900, 
the street railway officially opened 
for business with an initial fleet of 
two passenger cars, a heavy 
freight motor, a flatcar, and a 
trailer. LCL freight was handled in 
the freight motor. Carloads were 
handled behind the freight motor 
Purportedly the line was built 
entirely with second-hand rail 
from a regional Class-1 steam 
railroad.  Near its easterly endpoint our line had freight interchanges with 
both a regional Class-1 steam road and a statewide steam road.

Colorized postcard of eastern endpoint city with 
open car and freight motor in background.

Two open cars at western endpoint terminus

Freight motor #3 - Wason Manufacturing Company (1900)

Barrel car #2 - Duplex Car Co. licensed (1900)

at railroad station in eastern endpoint city



The railway’s so called “barrel cars,”  # 1 & # 2 were Duplex Car Company 
30’ convertible cars built under license in 1900.

A slight mystery in our collection rests with the “first car” image above - It is 
marked 7/28/00 First Car.  I believe the 7 should be a 6 as on the 20th of 
June the road was only open to the uncompleted trolley bridge and full 
service started on July 1.  We know there was a special first car with 
dignitaries and honored 
citizens that ran between 
the endpoint cities prior to 
the start of regular service 
on July 1 because there 
are notations about the 
great celebration at the 
westerly endpoint.  My 
assumption is that this is 
that first car.

During the latter 1910s 
and into the 1920s the 
company suffered losses 
from Increased automobile and truck competition that was encouraged by 
the improved streets and highways in the area.

January 1924 saw a fire at the main carbarn that brought about the 
company’s demise. The 
carbarn, office, waiting 
room, along with six cars, 
a snowplow, and much of 
the company's tools and 
parts were destroyed. In 
debt by more than 
$250,000, receivership 
soon followed with a 
valiant, but in vain, attempt 
to provide service with the 
two remaining cars. In the 
Fall of the year the 
receivers decided to 

abandon operations.  November 24 was the last day of service in the 
twenty-four year history of our line.

Interestingly, At a public meeting on Dec. 5, business men and citizens of 
the former westerly endpoint community were recorded as opposed to the 
establishment of a bus line, and at the present would rely on taxis and 
independent,  privately conducted facilities for handling freight.  The former 

Open #4 and a barrel car at the park.

Barrel car #2 - Duplex Car Co. licensed (1900)

kicking up some dust



superintendent of the railway had started running a taxi service to carry 
mail and passengers.  

In addition to the two Duplex Convertibles the railway had five single truck 
ten-bench open cars (no’s 4,5,6,7,8), manufacturer unknown; two double 
truck 15-bench opens (no’s and manufacturer unknown); a double-truck 
freight motor (#3) built by Wason.  Another double truck freight motor built 
by Laconia in 1902 (originally Claremont Railway freight motor “A”); plus a 
snow plow and a trailer flat.

  Library Committee             Library Committee

The Library Committee held a workshop is on December 10, 2022 (9AM - 
1PM).

The Committee’s next bimonthly meeting and workshop is scheduled for 
January 14, 2023 from 10AM to 2PM.  Materials will be distributed shortly.  
The meeting format is not yet firmed up with the possibility of in-person, 
Zoom, or hybrid depending upon committee member’s wishes, the weather, 
and the Covid situation.

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays are held on a bimonthly 
basis on the odd months.   Updated information will be forthcoming as 
available.

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully 
resumption in the future. 

For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact 
Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair

Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://
digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/


A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with 
useful and interesting resource material including among other things links 
to some three decades of the Street Railway Journal and the Electric 
Railway Journal on line is located at on line resources: 

 https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library 
continues to upload material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The 
DigitalMaine Repository is a partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine 
State Archives and community institutions around the state.

The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow 
you to literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is 
for Library Development – Fund 951.

The Main Line - Availability If you are not on our direct distribution list 
and would like to be please drop a note to TheMainLine@ramsdell.com .  

Regards and all the best for the new year,,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 

The Main Line 

TheMainLine@ramsdell.com 
http://www.trolleymuseum.org 

South Boston 2.0 -

Seen above Arundel Station and 
through the catenary poles the 
steelwork for the new South 
Boston is taking shape.

https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/
mailto:TheMainLine@ramsdell.com

