
November 2022

Goings On At Seashore - 
Trolleyween marked the end of the regular operating season. Seashore 
reopens to the general public for six days in December to celebrate 
Kennebunkport's Christmas Prelude, and then closes again to the general 
public until the 2023 Opening Day; Saturday, May 6, 2023. 

Model Railroad Building -

Earthwork began the latter part of November with foundations planned to 
start in early December.  Upon completion of the foundation, the project will 
be dormant until spring.  

Upcoming Events: 

Christmas Prelude Trolley Rides!
December 2 - December 4 and December 9 - December 11, 2022.

Ride in heated trolleys decked out in live holiday greens on our private 
heritage railroad, shop in the Museum Store, and enjoy delicious hot 
chocolate! Only $12/person; children 2 and under that will be sitting on laps 
on the trolley ride are free. Santa will also be on campus during three event 
days–see below for times!
This event will be held Friday-Sunday December 2-4 and 9-11. The start 
time on your ticket is the time your trolley ride will depart; we depart 
promptly at each departure time. Our winter trolley rides are roughly 25 
minutes in length and journey through our beautiful, wooded campus. You 
and your family/group are welcome to arrive before or stay after your ride to 
enjoy the museum’s outdoor exhibits and displays. The Museum will be 
open from 9:30AM-5:30PM. The last trolley ride departs from the Visitors 
Center at 5PM each day.

For further additional event information and ongoing information throughout 
the year be sure to check:  https://trolleymuseum.org/events/ .
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Do You Recognize ?

Last Month’s Do You Recognize -  There was not a new “Do You 
Recognize” last month as I needed some personal repair work.  Things 
went well and I am getting back into operation so this month’s “Do You 
Recognize” follows:

This Month’s Do You Recognize -

Our line of interest ultimately connected two major seaside resorts as the 
endpoints of its high-speed 
interurban.  Our line’s 
headquarters city was founded 
in 1854 when a local 
businessman built a lighthouse 
and persuaded people to move 
there to use the port for trading 
purposes.  It a few years it was 
found that the area’s true value 
was as a resort area.  
However, to this day, the port 
supports a fishing fleet 
dedicated to the surf clam and 
ocean quahog fishery.

Our railroad grew from the merger of a series of lines controlled by a major 
class-1 railroad.  The 
original line named after 
the state was a steam 
dummy operation running 
from the northern 
endpoint to a point of land 
about 12 route-miles from 
origin and terminating at a 
ferry a couple of miles 
from its eventual endpoint 
at the southern resort city.  
The line actually ran 
inland and then southerly 
to avoid several bodies of 
water and extensive 
marshes. Electrification came in 1906 and in 1907 a long trestle replaced 
the ferry to the southern end of the route.  A short extension was added in 
1908 moving end-of-track to a boardwalk on the southern resort city’s 
oceanfront.  Perhaps making the line unique as both endpoints of its high-
speed line were at oceanfront boardwalks.  Service offered an approximate 
half-hour headway until the early 1930s and then hourly.  Additional service 

Car #unknown & # 102 of the original 17 Interurbans that 
were the backbone of the high speed line from 1906 to 

1948 - John Stephenson Company  (1906)

Colorized Postcard

The Long Trestle (2 miles) that permitted direct access into the 
southern resort city.  The trestle was built in 1907 and burned 

in 1946.



was operated during the summer months.

There was actually a 
competing line from the 
northern endpoint to to the 
ferry.  This line, a suburban 
trolley, was electrified two 
years prior to our line but had 
inferior infrastructure and 
never gained direct access to 
the southern resort city as our 
line controlled the trestle built 
in 1907.  This competitor 

lasted until 1929.

Our line also leased 
the trolley lines in its 
home city and 
another trolley line 
southerly along the 
length of the island 
where its home city 
was located.  It was 
possible to reach the 
southern resort by 
taking the island 
trolley route to its 
southern terminus and then a ferry.  For some years our line promoted the 

concept of taking the high-
speed interurban in one 
direction and the ferry/railway 
combination in the other.  
These various leased lines and 
our line all had common 
ownership interests involving 
the major class-1 mentioned 
earlier.

In the early years our line was 
both inventive and successful.  
In 1907 with the initiation of 
through cars between the two 

resort endpoints on the high-speed line our railroad introduced flatcars 
towed behind the big interurbans.  They offered to transport automobiles 
between the two cities in 40-50  minutes when driving your auto through 
the sand, no hard roads, amounted to an all day trip.  In 1911, noting the 

Another view of the Long Trestle.

Interurban #104 -  John Stephenson Company  (1906)

towing a flatcar with two “horseless carriages” on board.  Maybe the first 

trip of the auto transport service as there appears to be flags an signs.

Car #6846 - JG Brill (1918)

Acquired 3rd hand for operation on the headquarters city 

lines and along the southerly route on its island.



high water table in its home city, the line purchased a funeral car to 
transport caskets and mourners to inland cemeteries.  In 1935 the 
Wolfington Body Company sold a fleet of buses to Class-1 railroad for use 
in feeding our high-speed line.  Innovation continued in 1936 with the 
addition of hostesses on some of the interurban’s trips.

Large Stephenson and Brill wooden cars provided service throughout the 
interurban's history with 
the principal fleet from 
start to end being 17 
Stephensons (#101-#117) 
built in 1906.  

The company also 
controlled the street 
railway in its headquarters 
city and the leased trolley 
line southerly along the 
length of the island of its 
home city with smaller 

cars, many 2nd and 3rd 
hand, including a Brilliner 
acquired in 1938 and 24 
more ordered in 1939 
(delivered 1940).  Only in 
our line’s headquarters city 
did this unique car serve as 
the basic rolling stock of a 
transit system until the very 
end of streetcar service in 
December of 1955, 
supplemented by a few 
other new and used Brill 
cars. 

The Depression and competition from automobiles, buses, and jitneys took 
their toll but the 1946 burning of the long trestle that carried our line to its 
southern endpoint was the coup-de-gras.  There were not the resources to 
rebuild the trestle.  The interurban cars continued service to the now end-
of-track at the destroyed trestle in connection with a shuttle bus on to the 
southern resort city, but on January 18, 1948, interurban operations were 
abandoned in favor of bus service.  City streetcar service in the northern 
city lasted until 1955.

The terminal that had served our line in the headquarters city.

Brilliner #6918 - JG Brill (1939)

One of twenty-five Brilliners ordered in 1938-39


These cars were the backbone of service on the island from 
1940 until the end of service in 1955.



A passing tidbit and a decent hint - should you need one:  
Our railroad has a place on a popular board game.  Its 

name has been changed over time - initially the place on 
the board carried what was the slogan of our line.  The individual who 

ultimately patented the game disliked the length of the name and shortened 
it to better fit the space on the board.

  Library Committee             Library Committee

The Library Committee held it’s bimonthly meeting and workshop on 
November 5, 2022.

Meeting (Hybrid Zoom):

Attendees: Karen Dooks(c), Ed Dooks, Mike Frost(c), Meir Khitrenovich, Ed 
Ramsdell(c), Leo Sullivan(c), Mark Sylvester(c), Tom Tello

  (c) = Library Committee member

1)     Administrative Reports

  Karen Dooks, Chair

2)     Old Business

  Report of subcommittee on library construction:  update on 
archivist

Continue reorganization of Library materials in containers and 
garage

Update and label other materials to go into outside storage:  
Wason done, more to do

Library organizational issues needing discussion and 
recommendations

     2023 Amherst Railway Show at Big E in Springfield:  Library 
has two tables.  Need volunteers, transportation of books, etc

Discussion of additional workshops



    Budget and Plan of Work for 2023 due Nov. 4 have been 
submitted to Executive Director

3) New Business

Committee Elections scheduled in January 

The afternoon workshop continued to focus on reducing the backlog of 
materials received during the pandemic closure.  Additional scanning and 
data entry was also accomplished.  

The next Library Workshop is scheduled for December 10, 2022 (9AM - 
1PM).  

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays are held on a bimonthly 
basis on the odd months.   Updated information will be forthcoming as 
available.

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully 
resumption in the future. 

For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact 
Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair

Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://
digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with 
useful and interesting resource material including among other things links 
to some three decades of the Street Railway Journal and the Electric 
Railway Journal on line is located at on line resources: 

 https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library 
continues to upload material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The 
DigitalMaine Repository is a partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine 
State Archives and community institutions around the state.

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe


The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow 
you to literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is 
for Library Development – Fund 951.

B&W Car #149 - REUNITED! - In 1915 the Osgood Bradley Car Company 
of Worcester, MA built the wood interurban, 'City of Boston’ (#149) for the 
Boston & Worcester Street Railway Company as part of an order for 5 
closed semi-steel interurbans.  Cars 143 and 149 were upgraded in 1926, 
reaching the highest standards with a large smoking compartment at the 
rear end. The upgrades included conversion from double-ended to single-
ended operation. These cars were named “City of Worcester” and “City of 
Boston” respectively and ran until the service was abandoned in 1931.  
When the line was cut back from Worcester to Framingham to make way 
for a new express highway the then single-ended cars, including #149,  
became superfluous as there was no turning loop at Framingham.  The 
car’s body became Frank's Diner in Wayland, MA and then a home covered 
with asbestos shingles. It sat in Wayland, MA before being donated to 
Seashore in 1959.

Earlier this year Gary Nourse the grandson of Frank Nourse, the owner at 
the time it was Frank’s Diner in the 1930s, visited Seashore in the hope of 
being able to see what had been his grandfather’s diner.  Tom LaRoche 
was on duty and arranged for Scott Hooper to escort Mr. Nourse, with 
appropriate waivers, to see the car in storage.

Mr. Nourse wrote Executive Director Katie Orlando to express his great 
pleasure in seeing the car and the reception he received from the Seashore 
staff.  He also forwarded several photographs and an article from The Town 
Crier of Wayland for April 30, 1959 regarding the car’s history and its 
transfer to Seashore.  These follow with a couple of additions from the 
Seashore Library’s collection.

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


(Missing Lines In Story)





The Main Line - Availability If you are not on our direct distribution list 
and would like to be please drop a note to TheMainLine@ramsdell.com . 

 

Regards,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 

The Main Line 

TheMainLine@ramsdell.com 
http://www.trolleymuseum.org 

mailto:TheMainLine@ramsdell.com

