
Seashore Trolley Museum Deaccession List: Railway Vehicles Re-Homing   
 

Seashore Trolley Museum (STM) seeks museums, other nonprofits and other groups and individuals with 
interest in equipment on our non-accessioned railway vehicles rehoming list. We are soliciting proposals at this 
time from museums, nonprofits, for-profits and transit hobbyists who would welcome the opportunity to re-
home one or both of the items listed below.  

1. Chicago South Shore & South Bend Railroad No. 32.  The Chicago South Shore & South Bend 

Railroad (the “South Shore”) was an electric interurban railroad running between Chicago, IL and South 

Bend, IN.  Between 1926 and 1929, the South Shore acquired 52 steel passenger cars to replace older 

wooden cars.  No. 32 is one of 15 coaches (No. 10 and Nos. 26-39) purchased from Standard Steel 

Car in 1929.  The 1929 order from Standard Steel also included two unpowered coaches and two parlor 

cars.  No. 32 featured bucket seats and an enclosed smoking compartment.  Between 1943 and 1951, 

the South Shore modernized about half of its passenger fleet by lengthening the cars, installing large, 

picture windows and adding air conditioning, but No. 32 did not get this treatment.  The South Shore’s 

heavyweight steel cars remained in service until replacement by new, state-financed cars in 1983.  The 

South Shore continues operating today with diesel-powered freight service and electric passenger 

service operated by the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District. 

 

In 1983, the National Park Service acquired No. 32 along with 17 other South Shore heavyweight cars 

for a planned shuttle from the South Shore to the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.  Many of the 

other South Shore heavyweight cars went to museums or private ownership.  The Park Service stored 

its cars inside the Abex Stanray plant in Hammond, IN and later in a U.S. Steel bar mill at Gary, IN.  

The rail shuttle was never built.  So, in 1989, the Park Service offered its South Shore cars to 

museums.  No. 32 came to Seashore on a ten-year loan from the National Park Service.  In 2010, the 

museum acquired ownership from the Park Service. 

 

The car requires body and interior rehabilitation as well as roof renewal.  The car body was also 

distorted in a railroad accident while being moved to the museum. 

 

Trucks: Baldwin 84-60AA 

Motors: 4 Westinghouse 567-C11 

Length: 61’ 

Width: 10’1” 

Height: 14’6” 

Weight: 133,600 lbs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



2. Long Island Railroad No. 4137.  This car is one of over 900 MP54 electric-powered passenger cars 

that carried commuters between Long Island suburbs and New York City.  The Long Island Rail Road 

acquired its first MP54 cars in 1908 to provide service to New York’s Pennsylvania Station, then under 

construction. The LIRR continued acquiring MP54s until the final order of 45 cars from American Car & 

Foundry in 1930, which included No. 4137.  The MP54 designation refers to “Motor Passenger” and a 

passenger compartment 54 feet long.  Top speed was 65 mph.  The MP54s were known for their round 

porthole windows on the cars’ ends.  

 

The Long Island Rail Road originally numbered this car No. 1137.  The car first carried a Tuscan red 

paint scheme.  The car received a light gray paint scheme about 1950.  Then, when the LIRR 

modernized the car in 1958, it renumbered the car into the 4000 series, making this car No. 4137.  The 

modernization raised the seating capacity from 72 to 89 by changing from two seats on each side of the 

aisle to 3-2 seating.  At this time, the LIRR also applied dark gray paint on the car sides and orange 

paint on the car ends for improved visibility.  Some newer LIRR MP54s had an arch roof, but No. 4137 

has the traditional monitor roof.  The last LIRR MP54s ran in 1971, replaced by M-1 “Metropolitan” cars.   

 

After the end of service, the LIRR scrapped most of its MP54s and stored a few for possible 

preservation.  While stored at Belmont, vandals threw rocks at the cars, which may be the source of the 

broken windows now on No. 4137.  Seashore acquired No. 4137 in 1972.  The museum did some 

structural restoration on No. 4137 in the 1990s.  No. 4137 is badly rusted.  It will require extensive 

restoration, including repainting and glass renewal. 

 

 

Trucks: 12D8P1/2CP3 

Motors: 2 G. E. 703 

Length: 65’ 

Width: 10’4” 

Height: 13’6” 

Weight: 121,950 lbs 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Seashore Trolley Museum (STM) seeks museums, other nonprofits and other groups and individuals with 
interest in equipment on our non-accessioned railway vehicles rehoming list. We are soliciting proposals at this 
time from museums, nonprofits, for-profits and transit hobbyists who would welcome the opportunity to 
preserve and/or restore one or more of the items listed above.  

Understanding that the museum has invested a substantial amount of resources in these items in the past to 
obtain, transport, and store for an extended period of time, we appreciate your sensitivity around our decision 
to part with them.  

Please note that all equipment is as is. STM will relocate these vehicles to a road crossing where a crane 
and/or low bed trailer can access these vehicles where our overhead wire is not located.   

If you wish to view these items prior to submitting a proposal, please schedule an appointment to visit the 
museum during hours of operation only.  Business hours year-round are Monday-Friday 9AM-3PM. 
Appointments outside of these hours may be considered based on staff and volunteer ability. Before you visit, 
please email our Curator (contact info below) to set up a date/time to do so. 

All proposals submitted by an organization or group must be submitted on the inquiring organization’s or 
group’s letterhead, and signed by an official with authorization to do so on behalf of the entity. 

All Contractors and non-profit organizations involved with removing equipment from STM shall have in effect 
liability insurance in the amount of $1,000,000 with STM named as additional insured.  

Coordination for moving of equipment and removal from property must be coordinated with STM as to not 
interfere with the museum operations.    

Please include in your proposal: 

1.  Your intentions for equipment (preservation, scrapping and using parts for other projects, etc.) 

2.  Your expected time frame for preparation and moving of the item(s).  

3.  A copy of your tax exempt form if you represent a nonprofit organization. 



5.  Time frame of when you would be able to arrange for transport of the item/s from our property. If you need 
time to fundraise for transportation costs, please be transparent in your proposal with this information and an 
estimated timeline for when you anticipate raising the funds needed to move forward with the acquisition. 
Ideally items on this list will be removed from our campus in 2023. 

 Proposals missing information requested will not be considered. 

To submit your proposal, please email or mail your proposals to the attention of our Executive Director, Katie 
Orlando at director@trolleymuseum.org or Seashore Trolley Museum, PO Box A, Kennebunkport, ME 04046.   

For questions about any of the items on our rehoming list, please contact our Museum Curator at 
curator@trolleymuseum.org.  

STM reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, and to enter into negotiations with any organization, 
group or individual for any equipment listed on the rehoming list above.  
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