
September 2022

Goings On At Seashore - 
Seashore continues to enjoy an excellent season through this writing at mid-
month with admissions continuing to exceed 2021. 

Error Correction: In the August The Main Line we mentioned that on 
Member’s Day John Petillo and his father were volunteers on the pump 
car.  John noted to me that his father had been unable to attend and that 
Kyle Bourgault had been the other volunteer.  Kyle is a new operator at 
Seashore.

Upcoming Events: 

Pumpkin Patch Trolley
Join Seashore Trolley Museum in beautiful Kennebunkport, Maine for our 24th 
Annual Pumpkin Patch Trolley, which will be held on Friday/Saturday/Sunday 
September 30-October 2 (last ride on the 2nd is 2:15PM), October 7-10 (includes 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day) and new this year, October 14-16. The event will be 
held outdoors, rain or shine. 
Rides to the pumpkin patch depart from the Visitors Center at 9:45AM,10:30AM, 
11:15AM, 12:00PM, 12:45PM, 1:30PM, 2:15PM and 3:00PM. A limited number of 
tickets is available for each ride time to ensure the event doesn’t become 
overcrowded, so be sure to book online (see additional events info site below).

Teacher Appreciation Weekend
October 22 & 23 is Teacher Appreciation Weekend! For their dedication and all 
they are doing to adapt to the reality we now live in, we offer free admission to all 
teachers visiting the museum on Teacher Appreciation Weekend.  All guests will 
get one chance to enter to win special Door Prizes; teachers get two chances!
We are open from 9:30AM-4:30PM; the last trolley ride departs the Visitors 
Center at 3:45PM.

Happy Trolleyween at Seashore! 
To celebrate the last three days of our regular operating season at the Seashore 
on Friday, October 28th, Saturday, October 29th and Sunday, October 30th 
during the Museum’s regular hours, 9:30AM-4:30PM. Admission is $10 per 
person and infants ages 0-2 are free.

For further additional event information and ongoing information throughout the 
year be sure to check:  https://trolleymuseum.org/events/ .
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Do You Recognize ?

Last Month’s Do You Recognize -

Our line of interest last month was a small and quite short-lived interurban 
situated in the prairie (about 500 miles northeast of the contiguous center 
of the United States).  The line was envisioned as an interurban connecting 

Steward, Lee Center, and 
Dixon, IL.  Unfortunately the 
promoters were never able to 
raise enough money to reach 
either Steward or Dixon.

Things got underway in 1901 
with the incorporation of the 
Northern Illinois Electric 
Railway.  Money, or the lack 
thereof, immediately got in the 
way.  Other than a small bit of 
right-of-way work nothing 
much happened for almost a 
decade.  Finally in 1910, using 

a second-hand car from Chicago, the company managed to open a five-
mile route from Amboy (a railroad center and named after a community in 
New Jersey) to Lee Center, an adjacent town without a railroad.  The 
following year the company purchased a large wooden interurban #10, built 
by ACF, from the Kentucky Railway and Terminal Company of Louisville.  
Unfortunately our line’s power supply was somewhat limited and the big car 
had problems getting over the route.  This lack of juice also made freight 
service impossible.  To that end the line acquired a series of used (perhaps 
over the hill is a better descriptor) steam locomotives to operate its freight 
services. These ancients maintained the freight service into the twenties 
when a gasoline-powered freight engine 
was acquired.  Another used passenger 
car #201 came from Ohio in 1912 , and 
in 1915 supposedly another used car - a 
gasoline-powered trolley by McGuire-
Cummings.

In 1912 the line added another seven 
miles of track from Lee Center to 
Middlebury, a rural crossroads that was 
reported to consist of a grain elevator 
and a school house.  On this route 
segment the grain elevators provided 

Car #1 - Pullman (1898)

Second hand from Chicago - first trip  - Amboy (1910)

Car #10 - ACF

second hand from Kentucky being delivered 

by one of the steamers (c.1910)



some freight traffic and passenger service was provided if any passengers 
presented themselves.

The cars of the interurban were used to provide passenger service over the 
original five-mile segment started in 1910 (3 - 4 round trips per day) and on 
the 1912 segment the same was scheduled but actually as needed.  Not 
surprisingly the line entered bankruptcy in 1913 with the foreclosure of a 
$180,000 mortgage and was reorganized the next year for a purchase price 
of $27,843.71 as the Lee County Central Electric Railway.  The new line 
legally started life on July 10, 1914 with capital investment of $101,000.

By 1915 the line had enough of 
passenger service and its 
underpowered electrical system 
couldn’t support the freight 
haulage so the passenger 
service was abandoned and the 
overhead came down the next 
year - the wire sold for $5,181.  
Five years of operation with four 
used cars
(three in actuality and mostly 
two) over 12 miles of route must 
be some kind of a negative 

longevity record for interurban operation.
However the line, with its ancient “teapots”, and later gas locomotive, had 
developed a respectable grain transporting business and some livestock 
trade for interchange with the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad at 
Binghampton. 

The line continued to deteriorate 
and by the 1930s the eastern 
(1912) segment was in such bad 
condition that it was abandoned.  
Service had become so erratic 
that the grain elevators along the 
segment had given up using the 
company.  The original (1910) 
western segment was held 
together sufficiently for the 
company to struggle on into the 
1940s when the line was sold by Mr. Abe Jeanblanc, along with his lumber 
business and a grain elevator to the Lee County Grain Association.  
Apparently a great percentage of the investors’ personal fortunes were 
expended trying to keep the dream of the line alive.  The association 
continued to operate the western segment until April 1972.

Car #201 -  Builder ?  (date ?)

arrives from Ohio in 1912

Eight-Wheeler #131 - Part of the stable of ancient 

steamers that kept freight moving.  Of unknown origin, 


131 was acquired in 1911 and died in about a year.  

ACF #10 in the background.



This Month’s Do You Recognize -

 PLEASE NOTE: There is an accident writeup and image in the following 
story that is a bit tough to contemplate.  If you are a bit squeamish please 
be advised.

This month’s line of interest was located deep in an extremely hilly region 
rich in bituminous coal. In the past, sawmills, tanneries, wool mills, and 

foundries operated in the area.  
Most of the flatland adjacent to 
a local river was already 
controlled by a major steam 
road when our railway was 
founded, so our line had to 
brave the hills for its route.  The 
Railway was incorporated in 
1905 with its general office in 
the only city in the county.  

Operations began in 1910 when a 12 mile section of the line was opened 
from the endpoint city to 
what would become a 
midpoint on the line, the 
location of the 
powerhouse and 
carbarn constructed of 
thick local sandstone as 
well as the point where 
northern and eastern 
branches would 
separate.  In 1912 
another 11 miles opened 
between the midpoint 
and the northern 
endpoint line that was 
also the county seat.  a 
final 3.5 miles opened in 1914 as the eastern extension.  It was initially 
planned to further extend some 8 miles north from the county seat to 
connect with what was effectively a commonly controlled railway.  An 
extension of the eastern branch was also contemplated to create another 
linkup but neither of these plans came to fruition.  Most of the route was 
over private right-of-ways other than in the city and three of the larger 
Boroughs including the northern and eastern endpoints.

Engraving of Car #201 -  Niles  (1909/10)

combination passenger, smoking, and baggage car

The railway’s trestle leaving the endpoint city



The line was named after 
the part of the county where 
it operated.  Actually the 
company and the county 
name reflects a latinized 
version of the name of a 
country that comprises part 
of the United Kingdom.  
There is a hint!

Our line operated on 1200 
volts DC and could function 
at reduced capacity if there 
was a loss of one of its two 

600 volt generators.  
Due to the size of the 
system, the power 
plant’s location, and the 
high voltage there were 
no substations used on 
the system.

Operations started in 
1910 with two two 
standard interurban 
passenger cars )#101 
& #102) and two three-
compartment 
combination passenger, smoking, and baggage cars (#201 & #202).  

Another two cars (#103 & 
#104) came in 1912, and 
express motor in 1914 and 
an additional two 50-ft closed 
cars (#107 & #108) in 1916.  
All of this rolling stock was 
the product of the Niles Car 
and Manufacturing Company.  
It appears from both the 
numbering series and 
Moody’s Investments reports 
that there were at least 
another two passenger cars 
but we have found no 
definitive record of such.

Car #104 -  Niles  (1912)

First car at northern endpoint city - May 29, 1912

Standard interurban Car #102 -  Niles  (1909/10)


The railway’s baseball team (c 1915)



Sadly, this line’s greatest claim to fame - notoriety if you will, comes from a 
horrendous crash that occurred one Saturday in August of 1916.  One of 
1910 standard interurban passenger cars (#102) ran away while 
descending the mountainous route from the county seat, losing both its air 
and mechanical (hand) brakes.  Near the power station and carhouse, 
while traveling at an estimated 60 mph, it hit northbound interurban #104 
head on.  The northbound car was loaded with patrons destined to a picnic 
grounds near the 
county seat.  The crash 
telescoped the two cars 
with No. #104 split 
open by the impact and 
both motorman’s 
compartments totally 
destroyed.  Twenty-
seven passengers on 
the northbound car 
were killed, including 
the motorman, while 
only the motorman was 
lost on the southbound 
as the conductor had 
moved everyone as far 
to the rear of the car as 
possible.  An additional eighty passengers were injured.  Nos #102 and 
#104 were loaded onto flatcars and returned to the Niles factory for 
rebuilding. The rebuilds would be some of the last for Niles as during the 
next year, 1917, Niles would exit the electric railway car building business. 
On a minor side note #102’s conductor some years later became chief of 
police in the endpoint city.

Early in 1917, in anticipation of major lawsuits, the company was placed in 
the hands of a local 
trust company on Feb. 
12, 1917 as receiver, 
with the receivership 
being discharged Sept. 
1, 1919.  Unfortunately, 
this line was “mountain 
railroading” with its 
attendant dangers and 
the limits of technology 
at the time.  The line, 
although seemingly 
well constructed, was 

Car #102 -  Niles  (1909/10) telescoped into Car #104 - Niles (1912) 
in August 1916


Car #108 & # 107 -  Niles  (1916)



plagued by accidents throughout its existence although nothing as horrible 
as 1916.  It probably was an undertaking where its requirements outpaced 
the then-current limits of technical knowledge.

The line was burdened by the public memories of the crash, debt resulting 
from accident claims, increased motor car competition, and the 
approaching economic downturn of the Great Depression.  It was able to 
struggle on through another dozen years of declining ridership before 
shutting down in December of 1928.  The line had been operated under a 
court order by an adjacent traction company since April but continued to 
hemorrhage money, losses of $70,000 in the first 10 months and overdue 
interest owed on $1.25 million in outstanding bonds.  The line was finally 
sold at a trustee’s sale for $52,300 on December 17, 1928.                                                                                                                                                                                            

    Library Committee             Library Committee

The next Library Workshop is scheduled for October 7, 2022 (9AM - 
1PM).  NOTE: THIS IS ON FRIDAY, A DAY AND AN HOUR EARLIER 
THAN NORMAL, BECAUSE OF SCHEDULE CONFLICTS ON THE 8TH.

At this writing masks are now optional inside the Visitors Center, the 
Restoration Shop, Library, and all other indoor spaces on campus.  If 
you are near another person wearing a mask, please put your mask 
on out of respect/courtesy. 

A Library Committee Meeting and Workshop was held on September 10, 
2022 (10AM - 2PM).  

• In the committee meeting members heard reports from Karen Dooks on 
potential library construction and the initial discussions with the 
consulting archivist, George Carhart, who is now working with the 
committee.  Karen also reported on planning for the 2023 Amherst 
Railway Show at the Big E in January.  

• The possibility of adding additional library workshops was also 
discussed.  

• Ann Thompson was elected to the committee.  Many readers will 
remember Ann as the project leader of the August 2019 project to repaint 
the Nagasaki car.  Local youth ages 14-18 participated in an art intensive 
experience involving Seashore’s Nagasaki Tram. Youth were selected 



through application/interview/referral by local school districts. The youth 
repainted the tram along with Museum volunteers and members of the 
Friends of Aomori group in the community.

The afternoon workshop continued to focus on reducing the backlog of 
materials received during the pandemic closure.  Additional scanning and 
data entry was also accomplished.  

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays are held on a bimonthly 
basis on the odd months.   Updated information will be forthcoming as 
available.

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully 
resumption in the future. 

For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact 
Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair

Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://
digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with 
useful and interesting resource material including among other things links 
to some three decades of the Street Railway Journal and the Electric 
Railway Journal on line is located at on line resources: 

 https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library 
continues to upload material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The 
DigitalMaine Repository is a partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine 
State Archives and community institutions around the state.

The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow 
you to literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is 
for Library Development – Fund 951.

Seeking Assistance -  A researcher has asked if we have any information, 
particularly pictures, for a bus line that operated from Dover, NH to South 
Berwick, ME approximately between 1923 and 1950.  The line operated as 
the Littlefield Bus Line, the Dover Salmon Falls, South Berwick & Eliot Bus 
Line, and the Dover Salmon Falls & South Berwick Bus Line at various 
times.  For most of its existence it was owned by Ethel T. Littlefield aka 
Ethel T. Windle after her marriage to Alfred Windle c 1930.  Mrs. Windle 
transferred her operating authority to the Interstate Passenger Service of 
Rochester, NH in 1949/50.  There are records of hearings and decisions 
regarding the transfer in both NH Commission and Interstate Commerce 
Commission reports.  Ethel Littlefield/Windle also appears in a couple of 
federal census reports of the period.  But, other than these records and a 
few newspaper ads, we have been unable to locate further information in 
the Library’s holdings, those of several private collectors and extensive 
internet searches.  If anyone has any information on this carrier, especially 
pictures, that they are willing to share it would be most appreciated.

The Royal Tram -  With the passing of Queen Elizabeth II of the United 
Kingdom I wondered if we had any material connecting the queen and 

trams.  While not doing 
a truly exhaustive 
search I did locate a 
2011 news story 
entitled “Queen beats 
crowds as she rides 
‘royal tram’ during 
Melbourne trip.”  

During an October 
2011 visit to 
Melbourne, Australia 
the Queen and the 
Duke of Edinburgh 
boarded a 

personalized tram in the city at Federation Square as they travelled to 
lunch with local politicians at Government House.  The story also noted that 
the Queen had been carried on a tram at the Manchester Commonwealth 
Games in 2002.



A Changing Scene - In 
looking at the live feed from 
the Visitor’s Center  platform 
a few days ago I noticed an 
uncommon scene.  South 
Boston Carhouse almost 
empty except for the 
Claremont Ry. 4 line car - 
Claremont Railway (1900) 
still in residence as work 
progresses for demolition to 
make way for the new 
carhouse structure.

The Main Line - Availability If you are not on our direct distribution list 
and would like to be please drop a note to TheMainLine@ramsdell.com . 

 

Regards,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 
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