
October 2022

Goings On At Seashore - 
Seashore has continued to enjoy an excellent season through this writing 
at the end of October.

From time to time it is necessary to the repair equipment needed to publish 
The Main Line.  This time, unfortunately, the equipment needing repair 
was me.  The repairs went well and I am getting back into operation but a 
good piece of October was knocked out and I’m still getting up to speed.  
Hence, this month’s The Main Line is more a broadside than the usual 
newsletter.  We should be back with a full publication in November.

Upcoming Events: 

Christmas Prelude Trolley Rides!
December 2 - December 4 and December 9 - December 11, 2022.

Ride in heated trolleys decked out in live holiday greens on our private 
heritage railroad, shop in the Museum Store, and enjoy delicious hot 
chocolate! Only $12/person; children 2 and under that will be sitting on laps 
on the trolley ride are free. Santa will also be on campus during three event 
days–see below for times!
This event will be held Friday-Sunday December 2-4 and 9-11. The start 
time on your ticket is the time your trolley ride will depart; we depart 
promptly at each departure time. Our winter trolley rides are roughly 25 
minutes in length and journey through our beautiful, wooded campus. You 
and your family/group are welcome to arrive before or stay after your ride to 
enjoy the museum’s outdoor exhibits and displays. The Museum will be 
open from 9:30AM-5:30PM. The last trolley ride departs from the Visitors 
Center at 5PM each day.

For further additional event information and ongoing information throughout 
the year be sure to check:  https://trolleymuseum.org/events/ .
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Do You Recognize ?

Last Month’s Do You Recognize -

 PLEASE NOTE: There is an accident writeup and image in the following 
story that is a bit tough to contemplate.  If you are a bit squeamish please 
be advised.

Last month’s line of interest was located deep in an extremely hilly region 
rich in bituminous coal. In the 
past, sawmills, tanneries, wool 
mills, and foundries operated in 
the area.  Most of the flatland 
adjacent to a local river was 
already controlled by a major 
steam road when our railway 
was founded, so our line had to 
brave the hills for its route.  The 
Southern Cambria Street 

Railway Company was incorporated in 1905 with its general office in the 
Johnstown, PA.  
Operations began in 
1910 when a 12 mile 
section of the line was 
opened from the 
Johnstown to what 
would become a 
midpoint on the line, 
Ebensburgh,the location 
of the powerhouse and 
carbarn constructed of 
thick local sandstone as 
well as the point where 
northern and eastern 
branches would 
separate.  In 1912 
another 11 miles opened between the midpoint and the northern endpoint 
line that was also the county seat.  a final 3.5 miles opened in 1914 to 
Nanty-Glo as the eastern extension.  It was initially planned to further 
extend some 8 miles north from the county seat to connect with what was 
effectively a commonly controlled railway.  An extension of the eastern 
branch was also contemplated to create another linkup but neither of these 
plans came to fruition.  Most of the route was over private right-of-ways 
other than in the city and three of the larger Boroughs including the 
northern and eastern endpoints.

Engraving of Car #201 -  Niles  (1909/10)

combination passenger, smoking, and baggage car

The railway’s trestle leaving the Johnstown



The line was named after the part of the county where it operated.  Actually 
the company and the county name reflects a latinized version of the name 

of a country that comprises 
part of the United Kingdom.  
There was a hint!  Cambria 
is the Latinized Welsh name 
for Wales - actually it was 
never used in Roman times 
because the political entity 
that became Wales didn’t 
exist.  The usage of Cambria 
came about in the Middle 
Ages.

Our line operated on 1200 
volts DC and could function 
at reduced capacity if there 

was a loss of one of its two 600 volt generators.  Due to the size of the 
system, the power plant’s location, and the high voltage there were no 
substations used on the system.

Operations started in 
1910 with two two 
standard interurban 
passenger cars )#101 
& #102) and two three-
compartment 
combination 
passenger, smoking, 
and baggage cars 
(#201 & #202).  
Another two cars (#103 
& #104) came in 1912, 
and express motor in 
1914 and an additional 
two 50-ft closed cars (#107 & #108) in 1916.  All of this rolling stock was 
the product of the Niles Car and Manufacturing Company.  It appears from 
both the numbering series and Moody’s Investments reports that there 
were at least another two passenger cars but we have found no definitive 
record of such.

Sadly, this line’s greatest claim to fame - notoriety if you will, comes from a 
horrendous crash that occurred one Saturday in August of 1916 at the 
Brookdale siding.  One of 1910 standard interurban passenger cars (#102) 
ran away while descending the mountainous route from the county seat, 
losing both its air and mechanical (hand) brakes.  Near the power station 

Car #104 -  Niles  (1912)

First car at Ebensburgh - May 29, 1912

Standard interurban Car #102 at South Fork -  Niles  (1909/10)




and carhouse, while traveling 
at an estimated 60 mph, it hit 
northbound interurban #104 
head on.  The northbound car 
was loaded with patrons 
destined to a picnic grounds 
near the county seat.  The 
crash telescoped the two 
cars with No. #104 split open 
by the impact and both 
motorman’s compartments 
totally destroyed.  Twenty-
seven passengers on the 
northbound car were killed, 
including the motorman, 

while only the motorman was lost on the southbound as the conductor had 
moved everyone as far to the rear of the car as possible.  An additional 
eighty passengers were injured.  Nos #102 and #104 were loaded onto 
flatcars and returned to the Niles factory for rebuilding. The rebuilds would 
be some of the last for Niles as during the next year, 1917, Niles would exit 
the electric railway car building business. On a minor side note #102’s 
conductor some years later became chief of police in the endpoint city.

Early in 1917, in anticipation of major lawsuits, the company was placed in 
the hands of a local trust company on Feb. 12, 1917 as receiver, with the 
receivership being 
discharged Sept. 1, 
1919.  Unfortunately, 
this line was 
“mountain railroading” 
with its attendant 
dangers and the limits 
of technology at the 
time.  The line, 
although seemingly 
well constructed, was 
plagued by accidents 
throughout its 
existence although 
nothing as horrible as 
1916.  It probably was 
an undertaking where 
its requirements outpaced the then-current limits of technical knowledge.

The line was burdened by the public memories of the crash, debt resulting 
from accident claims, increased motor car competition, and the 

The railway’s baseball team (c 1915)

Car #102 -  Niles  (1909/10) telescoped into Car #104 - Niles (1912) 
in August 1916 at Brookdale.




approaching economic 
downturn of the Great 
Depression.  It was 
able to struggle on 
through another dozen 
years of declining 
ridership before 
shutting down in 
December of 1928.  
The line had been 
operated under a court 
order by an adjacent 
traction company since 
April but continued to 

hemorrhage money, losses of $70,000 in the first 10 months and overdue 
interest owed on $1.25 million in outstanding bonds.  The line was finally 
sold at a trustee’s sale for $52,300 on December 17, 1928.                                                                                                                                                                                            

    Library Committee             Library Committee

The next Library Workshop is scheduled for November 5, 2022 (9AM - 
1PM).  NOTE: THIS IS A WEEK EARLIER THAN NORMAL, BECAUSE 
OF SCHEDULE CONFLICTS ON THE 12TH.

At this writing masks are now optional inside the Visitors Center, the 
Restoration Shop, Library, and all other indoor spaces on campus.  If 
you are near another person wearing a mask, please put your mask 
on out of respect/courtesy.  Please abide by any updated rules.

The afternoon workshop continued to focus on reducing the backlog of 
materials received during the pandemic closure.  Additional scanning and 
data entry was also accomplished.  

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays are held on a bimonthly 
basis on the odd months.   Updated information will be forthcoming as 
available.

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully 
resumption in the future. 

For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact 
Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair

Car #108 & # 107 at Brookdale siding -  Niles  (1916)



Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://
digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with 
useful and interesting resource material including among other things links 
to some three decades of the Street Railway Journal and the Electric 
Railway Journal on line is located at on line resources: 

 https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library 
continues to upload material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The 
DigitalMaine Repository is a partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine 
State Archives and community institutions around the state.

The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow 
you to literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is 
for Library Development – Fund 951.

Another Mystery -  A researcher has asked if we have any information as 
to the attached pictures.  We have several tens of thousands of scanned 
images indexed by some combination of state, community, and company.  
However these images have no strong hints to any of the above and 
unfortunately we are lacking streetcar “facial recognition” software and no 
one so far queried has recognized any of these images.  If anyone has any 
information on these items that they are willing to share it would be most 
appreciated.

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/




The Main Line - Availability If you are not on our direct distribution list 
and would like to be please drop a note to TheMainLine@ramsdell.com . 

 

Regards,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 

The Main Line 

TheMainLine@ramsdell.com 
http://www.trolleymuseum.org 

Goodbye Original South Boston Carhouse -

Going Going        Really Going

COMING VERY SOON - 
THE NEW SOUTH 

BOSTON CARHOUSE

     QUITE GONE	 	        REALLY GONE
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