
August 2022

Happy Labor Day 

• Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU)

Founded in Indianapolis in 1892 as the 
Amalgamated Association of Street 
Railway Employees of America

•Transport Workers Union of America (TWU)

Founded in 1934 by subway workers in 
New York City.

Goings On At Seashore - 
Seashore continues to enjoy a excellent season with admissions continuing 
to exceed this point in 2021 by a significant amount.  Interestingly 
Wednesdays appeared to be competing with themselves for higher and yet 
higher attendance.  

Dino Trolley Weekend -

The special event Dino Trolley weekend in mid-August was spectacularly 
successful beyond any expectations with being totally sold out on both 
days.  Proceeds to benefit restoration and maintenance work on 
Connecticut 303, Boston 5821, Dallas 434, Wheeling 639, and Connecticut 
1160.

Dinos roaming the habitat of wild turkeys and pumpkins.
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The 2022 Members Day & Open House was held on August 20.  The 
weather was beautiful and clear if a bit warm - A great demonstration day 
as to why the Breezers existed.

All kinds of great and interesting things were going on from life-saving 
coffee and donut holes at 9AM through Herb Pence’s presentation about 
Australian transit during his visit in 2000.  A few of the in-between bits 
included a Restoration Shop tour of the Narcissus project with 
Restoration Manager Ernie Eaton and Project Sponsor Phil Morse, a  
ribbon cutting at Fairview Carhouse, and the SOAC Cars were open for 
viewing (John Benoit & Meir Khitrenovich, Volunteers), and Katie 
Orlando, Executive Director and Jim Schantz, President & CEO gave 
most informative presentations about an update of the New Direction 
Strategic Plan and project updates about the Maine Central Model 
Railroad building and South Boston 2.0.

Some of the cars out and about included:

Some ongoing activities included:

• Visiting the 0600s on Display (Phil Tsihlis, docent & co-Project Sponsor)
• Library Committee Book Sale, Visitors Center Exhibit Room
• Take a Ride on the Pump Car! (John Petillo & John Petillo, Volunteers) 

Connecticut 303 B&M 500

Boston Elevated 5821

Wheeling Traction 639

Eastern Mass 4387 MBTA 0622-0623



The pump car and B&M speeder 500 were both providing rides.
• Touch a Truck! A close look of Seashore's work vehicle fleet. 

All in all a really good day!

Upcoming Events: 

Clifford The Big Red Dog visits the Seashore Trolley Museum.

Tickets are now available for Clifford The Big Red Dog's visit to Seashore Trolley 
Museum on Saturday/Sunday September 17 & 18 from 9:30AM-5PM.

Hop on a trolley shuttle to Highwood Carhouse to take photos with Clifford! Enjoy 
crafts, coloring, story time, and Clifford-themed photo backdrops and meeting 
Clifford. Other activities around the Museum campus, will include Maine Public 
Television's fun activity tent, a Clifford-themed scavenger hunt, and decorating 
your own Clifford-themed cookie! Guests can also visit the regular Museum 
exhibits and displays, as well as ride trolleys on our private 3-mile round trip 
heritage railroad.

Pumpkin Patch Trolley

Join Seashore Trolley Museum in beautiful Kennebunkport, Maine for our 24th 
Annual Pumpkin Patch Trolley, which will be held on Friday/Saturday/Sunday 
September 23-25, September 30-October 2, October 7-10 (includes Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day) and new this year, October 14-16. The event will be held outdoors, 
rain or shine. 

Rides to the pumpkin patch depart from our Visitors Center at 9:45AM,10:30AM, 
11:15AM, 12:00PM, 12:45PM, 1:30PM, 2:15PM and 3:00PM. COVID-19 policies 
will be announced closer to this event time, but at this time only a select amount 
of tickets are available per ride to ensure social distancing between groups and 
families is possible.

For further additional event information and ongoing information throughout the 
year be sure to check:  https://trolleymuseum.org/events/ .

https://trolleymuseum.org/events/


Do You Recognize ?

Last Month’s Do You Recognize -

Last month’s line was a bit different in that it was very unique, so much so 
that many of you probably recognized it immediately.  For those of us who 
were not aware of its existence (myself included until reading about it in our 
files) it is a somewhat interesting line. 

The Fairmount Park
Transportation 
Company, was 
located totally within 
the bounds of 
Philadelphia’s’s 
urban Fairmount 
Park of some 2740 
acres.  The park itself 
began with a 
Revolutionary War 
businessman 
purchasing a country 
farm and gardens.  

These were part of what would ultimately become the urban park.  The city 
began acquiring property for parkland in 1843 and over the years added to 
its acreage. It was the site of the 1876 Centennial Exposition in the 
late1800s (The first “World’s Fair” held in the United States).

The streetcar line was the 
only line in the United 
States so located totally 
within a public park and 
apparently only one of two 
in the world, the other 
operating in Europe for a 
shorter period.

The city and its park are 
both divided by the 
Schuylkill River.  This 
division lent impetus to the 
development of our 
railway.

No. #4 Closed Car  (29’ 0” OB) - J.G. Brill (1896)

Open Motorized Car No. #25  And Open Trailer #39 
(12 bench each) - J.G. Brill (1896)



The line opened 
opened on Nov. 10, 
1886 running entirely 
within the city’s famous 
park.
The idea of putting a 
railway into a public 
park was a novel one, 
and so at variance
with the park idea that 
the way in which the 
project has been 
carried out without a 
great destruction of the 

natural scenery and an incongruous mingling of the railway and the 
beauties of nature is of considerable interest.

The idea of the road was suggested by the fact that, on account of the 
enormous size of the park few persons ever had time to explore many 
beautiful portions of 
the park far removed 
from where street 
railway lines 
discharged 
passengers.  

The line was some 8.5 
miles in length and 
great care was taken 
to reduce the impact 
of the railway.  the 
power station and 
carhouse were hidden 
by contours in the 
landscape and the 
railway was routed
away from and passed under or above most carriageways and paths using 
gracefully designed viaducts and bridges.  The area beside and between 
the rails was grassed so only the rails themselves were visible.  There was 
overhead trolley wire but it was made as inconspicuous as possible.

In 1896 the company purchased 50 open cars (20 motorized and 30 
trailers) and 10 closed motorized cars along with a sprinkler and a line car 
from J.G. Brill.  The gauge was 5 ft 2.25 in. The cars were unusually wide 
at 7 ft 10 in at the seats with the closed cars having 32 ft. bodies and were 
42 ft. over all, seating 48 passengers.  The open cars were also specially 

The Car House

Colorized Postcard of the Long (1,227 ft.) Bridge 



designed for the service and differed from other cars of a similar type.  In 
length they measured 47 ft. over the crown pieces or 38 ft. at the corner 
posts with a seating capacity of 72 passengers.

This was the same fleet, somewhat shopworn, that saw the end of service 
in 1946.

In 1897 the company purchased 18 acres adjacent to the park to create an 
excursion resort to include a casino, bicycle track etc.

Because of the park’s division into east and west sections by the river that 
bisected the city the railway constructed a 1,227 ft. bridge spanning the 
river.  The bridge deck contained a double track, 40 ft. wide carriageway, 
and a 12 ft. sidewalk.  The line operated for half a century as the country's 
only trolley line entirely within a public park. After an initial period of 
financial success, the company experienced financial problems alternating 
with modest profits. Combined with the seasonal nature of operations, 
however, slim profits meant that its streetcars and infrastructure received 
little maintenance. By 1933, the bridge was suffering  from old age and 
corrosion, with the company claiming that it had insufficient funds for 
repairs. The city took possession of the bridge and used a Public Works 
Administration grant to renew the deck with the trolley line maintaining its 
trackage until the end of trolley service. On 9 September 1946 a bus route 
replaced the streetcar service. The tracks and ties were removed in 1947, 
leaving bare floor beams in the company's right-of-way on the bridge.  The 
bridge structure, with subsequent deck restorations in the1930s, 1960s, 
and 1990s, despite a lack of maintenance during its initial years of private 
ownership, remains intact and in use to this day.

Closed and Open Cars Crossing the Long Bridge



This Month’s Do You Recognize -

Our line of interest this month was a small and quite short-lived interurban 
situated in the prairie (about 500 miles northeast of the contiguous center 
of the United States).  The line was envisioned as an interurban two small 
cities in the state.  Unfortunately the promoters were never able to raise 

enough money to reach either of 
these cities.

Things got underway in 1901 with 
the incorporation of the Electric 
Railway named after the area of the 
state where the line was to be 
situated.  Money, or the lack thereof, 
immediately got in the way.  Other 
than a small bit of right-of-way work 
nothing much happened for almost a 
decade.  Finally in 1910, using a 

second-hand car from Chicago, the 
company managed to open a five-mile 
route from its home city (a railroad 
center and named after a community 
in New Jersey) to an adjacent town 
without a railroad.  The following year 
the company purchased a large 
wooden interurban #10, built by ACF, 
from a line in Kentucky.  Unfortunately 
our line’s power supply was somewhat 
limited and the big car had problems 
getting over the route.  

Removing Track - The End

Car #1 - Pullman (1898)

second hand from Chicago - first trip (1910)

Car #10 - ACF

second hand from Kentucky being delivered 

by one of the steamers (c.1910)



This lack of juice also made freight service impossible.  To that end the line 
acquired a series of used (perhaps over the hill is a better descriptor) 
steam locomotives to operate its freight services. These ancients 
maintained the freight service into the twenties when a gasoline-powered 
freight engine was acquired.  Another used passenger car #201 came from 
Ohio in 1912 , and in 1915 supposedly another used car - a gasoline-
powered trolley by Mcguire-Cummings.

In 1912 the line added another 
seven miles of track to a rural 
crossroads that was reported to 
consist of a grain elevator and a 
school house.  On this route 
segment the grain elevator 
provided some freight traffic and 
passenger service was provided 
if any passengers presented 
themselves.
The cars of the interurban were 
used to provide passenger 
service over the original five-

mile segment started in 1910 (3 - 4 round trips per day) and on the 1912 
segment the same was scheduled but actually as needed.  Not surprisingly 
the line entered bankruptcy in 1913 with the foreclosure of a $180,000 
mortgage and was reorganized the next year for a purchase price of 
$27,843.71 with a new name based on the county where it operated.  The 
new line legally started life on July 10, 1914 with capital investment of 
$101,000.

By 1915 the line had had 
enough of passenger service 
and its underpowered electrical 
system couldn’t support the 
freight haulage so the 
passenger service was 
abandoned and the overhead 
came down the next year - the 
wire sold for $5,181.  Five 
years of operation with four 
used cars (three in actuality 
and mostly two) over 12 miles of route must be some kind of a negative 
longevity record for interurban operation.

However the line, with its ancient “teapots”, and later gas locomotive, had 
developed a respectable grain transporting business and some livestock 
trade for interchange with a major Class 1 steam road in the region. 

Car #201 -  Builder ?  (date ?)

arrives from Ohio in 1912

Eight-Wheeler #131 - Part of the stable of ancient 
steamers that kept freight moving.  Of unknown 

origin, 131 was acquired in 1911 and died in about 
a year.  ACF #10 in the background.



 However the line continued to deteriorate and by the 1930s the eastern 
(1912) segment was in such bad condition that it was abandoned.  Service 
had become so erratic that the grain elevators along the segment had 
given up using the company.  The original (1910) western segment was 
held together sufficiently for the company to struggle on into the 1940s 
when the line was sold by a descendant of the earlier local investors along 
with his lumber business and a grain elevator to the local county grain 
association.  Apparently a great percentage of the investors’ personal 
fortunes were expended trying to keep the dream of the line alive.  The 
association continued to operate the western segment until April 1972.

    Library Committee             Library Committee

The next Library Committee Meeting and Workshop is scheduled for 
September 10, 2022 (10AM - 2PM).  Materials will be forthcoming.

At this writing masks are now optional inside the Visitors Center, the 
Restoration Shop, Library, and all other indoor spaces on campus.  If 
you are near another person wearing a mask, please put your mask 
on out of respect/courtesy. 

A Library Workshop was held on August 13, 2022 continuing to focus on 
reducing the backlog of materials received during the pandemic closure.  
Some additional scanning was also accomplished.

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays are held on a bimonthly 
basis on the odd months.   Updated information will be forthcoming as 
available.

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully 
resumption in the future. 

For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact 
Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair



The Library Committee 
operated a used book 
table for Member’s Day 
where surplus books - 
duplicates or those 
outside of the Library’s 
purview were sold with 
funds received going to 
library development.

Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://
digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with 
useful and interesting resource material including among other things links 
to some three decades of the Street Railway Journal and the Electric 
Railway Journal on line is located at on line resources: 

 https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library 
continues to upload material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The 
DigitalMaine Repository is a partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine 
State Archives and community institutions around the state.

The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow 
you to literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is 
for Library Development – Fund 951.

Library Committee Chair & Librarian 

Karen Dooks and Kevin Farrell 


https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


The Main Line - Availability If you are not on our direct distribution list 
and would like to be please drop a note to TheMainLine@ramsdell.com . 

A good holiday weekend to all.  

Regards,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 

The Main Line 

TheMainLine@ramsdell.com 
http://www.trolleymuseum.org 

Summer is starting to wind down - we are finally getting a bit of rain and lots 
of ripe tomatoes.  I’m elbow deep (literally) in canning chili sauce!

mailto:TheMainLine@ramsdell.com



