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Goings On At Seashore - 
Seashore continues to enjoy a good season with admissions continuing to exceed this point 
in 2021, even with current global economic problems. (7/25/22)

New Trustee:  David Kornechuk was appointed to serve as an Appointed Trustee for a one  
3-year term at the July Board of Trustees meeting.  Dave is a retired Firefighter/EMTI from 
the Rye, NH Fire Department and he currently lives in Dover, NH.  Dave became a member 
of Seashore in 1966 and was The Dispatch editor in the late 1980s. He also worked in the 
Shop as a volunteer and staff member during this time. Dave currently volunteers for Railway 
Operations; he’s also supporting the Track Department and working on the Fairview rail 
project. 

Upcoming Events: 

Seashore is open every Wednesday through Sunday through Halloween. Check out the Calendar of 
Events ( https://trolleymuseum.org/events  ) or book your tickets in advance of your visit.

Free Story Time
August 3 - August 5, August 10 - August 12, August 17 - August 19

Seashore Trolley Museum, Join Seashore for FREE Story Time, every Wednesday-Friday from 
Wednesday, July 13th through Friday, August 19th. Story time runs from 10:30AM to 11AM in our 
Visitors Center Exhibit Room! 

Ice Cream Night! 5:30PM-7:30PM
August 3, August 10, August 17, August 24, August 31 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Seashore Trolley Museum, A Seashore fan-favorite, join Seashore for Ice Cream Night every 
Wednesday in July in August! 

Dog Appreciation Day at Seashore
August 6
Seashore Trolley Museum, Would a trip to Seashore be complete without the entire family? No, it 
wouldn’t! Dogs are welcome every day at the Museum, and not just service dogs; all dogs. Join 
Seashore with your furry friend/s for Dog Appreciation Day at Seashore, and enter for your chance 
to win special door prizes. *We ask that all guests read, understand and adhere to the museum's 
Dog Policy  
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COVID-19 First Responder Appreciation Weekend
August 13 - August 14
Seashore Trolley Museum,  To show Seashore's appreciation for health care workers who were and/
or continue to be on the front lines of COVID-19 response, we would like the opportunity to thank 
you with free admission!  Bring your work badge with you to show to the staff at the Museum Store 
to get your free boarding pass.

Dino Trolley
August 13 - August 14
Seashore Trolley Museum, Join Seashore Trolley Museum for Dino Trolley, which will be held on 
Saturday/Sunday August 13-14, 2022. The event will be held rain or shine (but every outdoor 
activity except for one will be relocated indoors if needed for comfort due to excess heat or water). 
Dinosaur-themed activities and trolley rides on Seashore's heritage railway; what a winner of an 
event this one is going to be! Rides on the Dino Trolley depart from the Visitors Center at 
9:45AM,10:30AM, 11:15AM, 12:00PM,…

Sensory Friendly Day 4PM-6PM
August 13 @ 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Seashore Trolley Museum, To purchase tickets in advance visit: https://
sensoryfriendlytrolley.eventbrite.com Seashore Trolley Museum.

Members Day and Open House at Seashore
August 20
Seashore Trolley Museum, Participate in Seashore's 2022 Members Day and Open House at 
Seashore on Saturday, August 20th from 9:30AM-4:30PM. Admission is free for ALL. We love 
Seashore's members, and this is the day we set aside to show it! It’s a great day to become a 
member, too! The action-packed schedule will be posted as the day approaches.    

Pirate Day!
August 27
Seashore Trolley Museum, Aaaaaarghhhhh! Walk the plank to the museum today dressed as a 
pirate and get free admission!  

Massachusetts Day at Seashore
August 28
Seashore Trolley Museum, Today we'll feature some of Seashore's vehicles from Massachusetts.  
General admission will apply, and residents of Massachusetts will receive half off the price of 
admission.

For further additional event information and ongoing information throughout the year be sure to 
check:  https://trolleymuseum.org/events/ .

Do You Recognize ?

https://trolleymuseum.org/events/


Last Month’s Do You Recognize -

The Albany Hudson Railway & Power Company was organized in 1899 through the merger 
of the Kinderhook Hudson Railway Company, the Greenbush Nassau Electric Railway 
Company, and the Citizens' Lighting Company, Hudson.  

Service began in November 1900 connecting the state capital, Albany, NY, and Hudson, NY 
which had been a thriving 18th and 19th century river port some 37 miles to the south of the 
capital at the head of navigation on the Hudson River.  By the late 19th century the 
importance of Hudson as a river port had faded and it had become an important industrial 
center with ironworks, brickworks, foundries producing parlor stoves and ice harvesting tools, 
factories making fire engines and railroad car wheels, knitting mills, and two large cement 
plants just over the border in an adjacent community.  When the state capital was chosen 
shortly after the American Revolution Hudson lost out by one vote in the NY State 
Legislature to be chosen as the state capital rather than Albany.

The 37-mile line was primarily a third rail operation but also with trolley poles and 

Colorized postcard of car No. # 22 Closed (43’ 0”) at the Electric Park (c. 1901)  
Wason Manufacturing Company (1900/1901)

Note the absence of the third-rail in this early image - see following image of #20 at Electric Park from a decade or more 
later with fencing to guard third-rail.



some two miles of overhead for city 
running in Hudson and over tracks of the 
United Traction Company to reach 
downtown Albany.  City service was also 
provided in Hudson.  Service into the 
center of Albany was operated over the 
trackage of the United Traction Company. 
The power system was somewhat 
interesting.  Power was provided by a 
single hydropower plant located at a falls 
about 10 miles from the port city.  Twelve 
thousand volts was generated and 
distributed across a high-tension system to 

three substations.  The railway power 
operated at 25 cycles while power for 
lighting was generated at 60 cycles and 
distributed separately.  The power plant 
also generated 600 volt DC current to 
feed the railway adjacent to the plant.  
For readers interested in detail an article 
excerpt from the February 1901 Street 
Railway Journal describing the 
complexity of this rather versatile power 
plant is included at the end of this article.  

In 1901, as was a quite common means 
in the industry of increasing weekend rail 
traffic, the railroad company built an amusement park on a local lake. Like other parks 

opened at about the same time 
throughout the country, it was called 
Electric Park because the attractions 
for the most part ran off the same 
sources of electricity used by the 
railway.  The name “Electric Park” was 
shared by several dozen parks across 
the country built and/or controlled by 
trolley lines.  A “fun fact” is that 
although the park was dry (no alcohol) 
the lake, along the shores of which 
the park was set, was partially in a 
wet (alcohol permitted) area.  An 
enterprising individual purchased a 

small island in the wet area and built a two-story watering hole.  A gentlemen attending the 

No. #20  Closed car (43’ 0”) 
Wason Manufacturing Company (1900/1901)

Note: Compare with earlier image of Electric Park (above).
Now safety fencing for third-rail.

No. #21  Express/Baggage car (43’ 0”) 

No. #25  Express car (43’ 0”) - also used as locomotive



park could rent a boat and row out to the island to ease his pain and stress while the family 
enjoyed the rides and entertainment.

At the opening of the line the rolling stock 
consisted of ten cars manufactured by Wason 
(c. 1900/01).  These included five full 
passenger cars, three combines, and two 
express cars (also used as locomotives) all 
riding on Brill trucks.  The cars were heated by 
electric heaters and lighted by thirty 
incandescent lamps. Lamps containing 
containing a lit candle are placed at each end 
of the car in case the current supply is cut off, 
the passengers would not be left in darkness.  
The 10 cars were 53’ 6” over the buffers or 43’ 
at the corner posts.

Two early incidents dogged the railway throughout its existence.  In May of 1901, only six 
months into its operation a head-on crash between two cars resulted in the deaths of five 
people and injury to 40. 

A side note to this crash is that one of those killed was a twenty-year old woman.  A 
jury awarded her father $9,500 for his pecuniary loss.  The railway appealed and the 
state’s highest appeals court reduced the verdict to $5,000 as being unjust.  The court 
determined that if she had lived and devoted her life to supporting her parents she 
could have not earned enough in her lifetime (less her costs to her father) to reach the 
$9,500 award amount.  She died instantly, so no pain and suffering, and the concept of  
“loss of consortium” (loss of companionship) wasn’t here yet.  Interesting reflection as 
to the value of life 120 years ago and particularly that of a young woman!

Fifteen months later in August of 1902 
another collision, rear end this time, 
claimed the life of yet another 20 year-old 
woman,  a five year old boy, and injured 
25 others.

These two crashes with the resulting 
lawsuits, notoriety, and resultant shaken 
public confidence helped propel the line 
into reorganization in 1909 as the Albany 
Southern Railroad.  Optimism seemed to 
follow the 1909 reorganization as in 1910 
the company reported double-tracking 17 
miles (almost half) of the system. The line 

expended significant effort in developing a 

No. #26  Closed car (43’ 0”) 
Wason Manufacturing Company (1900/1901)

No. #52  Closed car (43’ 0”)
Wason Manufacturing Company (c.1907)



commuter business to the capital city.

The post WWI economic slowdown 
leading to a short recession in 1918–
19, followed by a stronger one in 
1920–21, coupled with rising motorcar 
competition drove the company into 
another reorganization as the Eastern 
New York Utilities Corp. in 1924.  
Control of the utility company was 
acquired by a larger regional power 
corporation, the Mohawk & Hudson, in 
1928.

The company was involved in electric railway operation, the generation and sale of 
electricity, and gas manufacture and sale throughout most of its existence.  In 1928 it 
transferred all of its electrical and gas generating assets to the municipal gas company of the 

capital city.
In 1927 the company 
received authority to 
abandon certain routes in the 
port city as part of a plan to 
substitute bus service.  A 
similar request in 1925 had 
been rejected because of a 
lack of planning for substitute 
service.

December 21, 1929 saw the 
elimination of all trolley 

service,  May 1930 saw approval for corporate dissolution, and in July of 1930 permission to 
sell the company’s assets.
Rolling stock (partial account) - 

No. #55  Closed car  (43’ 0”)

No. #2  Wedge Plow No. #1  Box Motor 

No. #302  Closed car 



1900/1901 As noted earlier the line began with a fleet of ten cars manufactured by 
Wason.  These included five full passenger cars, three combines, and two express 
cars (also used as locomotives).
1907 saw the order of two additional Wason passenger cars
In 1908 the line reported a fleet of 21 closed cars (five exclusively for use in the port city), 
five open (These five opens may have been for the port city as statements in other years 
indicated that opens could not be used on the interurban because of speeds attained), 
three combines, 11 express and freight (two used as locomotives), two plows, and one 
locomotive.
In 1913 a locomotive was ordered from Wason.
1914 saw two passenger cars (#302 & 304) and one express car from Brill
In 1921 a freight car built in the company shops
 Finally in 1926, a last order of two interurbans from Cincinnati Car Co. (#60 &62)
In its 1928 report the state public service commission listed or line as having one electric 
locomotive, seven closed passenger cars, six one-man closed cars, three freight-express 
and baggage, seven non-motorized freight-express and baggage, and six non-revenue, 
nor-motorized cars.  The 1927 report was the same except for three more closed cars and 
three fewer one-man cars.

The size of the fleet appears to have been quite consistent throughout the line’s existence. 

from- The Street Railway Journal February 2, 1901 No. 5.

THE POLYPHASE EQUIPMENT
The hydraulic power station being close the main lines the railroad the station known 
Stuyvesant Falls, part the power for operating cars can conveniently generated the form 
direct current 600 volts, and distributed that part the line near Stuyvesant Falls. Two 200-kw 
direct-current multipolar generators are, therefore, used, direct-coupled water-wheels.
The remainder the line supplied by means of high tension transmission rotary converter sub-
stations. For  supplying this part the load the generating station contains three 750-kw, 25-
cycle, three-phase generators, delivering the full line voltage 12,000 volts directly from their 
windings, thus avoiding the necessity step-up transformers. The frequency cycles was 
chosen for this portion the work on account of the many advantages of this low periodicity for 
rotary converters, and especially for rotary converters delivering comparatively high 
direct-current voltage, such 600 volts, and working under extreme and violent load 
fluctuations, such are experienced high-speed interurban lines this order operating heavy 
cars and electric freight locomotives. The generating station also contains three alternating-
current generators for lighting purposes, these being 60-cycle machines in order give 
satisfactory arc lighting without conversion of the current to a different frequency or to 



direct current, and order keep down the cost the many small service transformers for house 
to house lighting in the communities served. It was not considered advisable, however, to 
make the railway apparatus the same frequency as the lighting apparatus, owing to the 
inferiority the high-frequency converter with its comparative liability to hunt and to flash over, 
and its poorer regulating characteristics. The extreme fluctuations of the railway load also 
render it advisable to carry the lighting load from entirely separate machines. For the various 
reasons enumerated above, the Albany & Hudson Railway & Power Company operates 
many different types electrical apparatus, its system being virtually a combination of a 
complete central station service and elaborate railway installation.  All the electrical 
generating, transforming and converting apparatus for all branches of the service, as well as 
the car equipments, complete, was built and installed by the General Electric Company.

For those interested in greater detail there is extensive further description in the quoted SRJ 
edition.

This Month’s Do You Recognize -

Note:  This month’s line is a bit different in that it is very unique, so much so that many of you 
will probably recognize it immediately.  For those of us who were not aware of its existence 
(myself included until reading about it in our files) it is a somewhat interesting line. 

Our line was located totally within 
the bounds of a large city’s urban 
park of some 2740 acres.  The 
park itself began with a 
Revolutionary War businessman 
purchasing a country farm and 
gardens.  These were part of 
what would ultimately become 
the urban park.  The city began 
acquiring property for parkland in 
1843 and over the years added 
to its acreage.  A major 
exposition was held on the 
grounds in the late1800s.

The streetcar line was the only line in the United States so located totally within a public park 
and apparently only one of two in the world, the other operating in Europe for a shorter 
period.

The city and its park are both divided by a major river.  This division lent impetus to the 
development of our railway.

No. #4 Closed Car  (29’ 0”) - J.G. Brill (1896)



The line opened opened on Nov. 10, 
1886 running entirely within the city’s 
famous park.
The idea of putting a railway into a 
public park was a novel one, and so at 
variance
with the park idea that the way in 
which the project has been carried out 
without a great destruction of the 
natural scenery and an incongruous 
mingling of the railway and the 
beauties of nature is of considerable 
interest.

The idea of the road was suggested by 
the fact that, on account of the enormous 
size of the park few persons ever had 
time to explore many beautiful portions of 
the park far removed from where street 
railway lines discharged passengers.  

The line was some 8.5 miles in length 
and great care was taken to reduce the 
impact of the railway.  the power station 
and carhouse were hidden by contours in 
the landscape and the railway was routed
away from and passed under or above 

most carriageways and paths using gracefully designed viaducts and bridges.  The area 
beside and between the rails was grassed so only the rails themselves were visible.  There 
was overhead trolley wire but it was made as inconspicuous as possible.

In 1896 the company purchased 50 open cars (20 motorized and 30 trailers) and 10 closed 
motorized cars along with a sprinkler and a line car from J.G. Brill.  The gauge was 5 ft 2.25 
in. The cars were unusually wide at 7 ft 10 in at the seats with the closed cars having
32 ft. bodies and were 42 ft. over all, seating 48 passengers.  The open cars were also 
specially designed for the service and differed from other cars of a similar type.  In length 
they measured 47 ft. over the crown pieces or 38 ft. at the corner posts with a seating 
capacity of 72 passengers.

This was the same fleet, somewhat shopworn, that saw the end of service in 1946.

In 1897 the company purchased 18 acres adjacent to the park to create an excursion resort 
to include a casino, bicycle track etc.

Open Motorized Car No. #25  And Open Trailer #39 
(12 bench each) - J.G. Brill (1896)

The Car House



Because of the park’s division 
into east and west sections by 
the river that bisected the city the 
railway constructed a 1,227 ft. 
bridge spanning the river.  The 
bridge deck contained a double 
track, 40 ft. wide carriageway, 
and a 12 ft. sidewalk.  Our line 
operated for half a century as the 
country's only trolley line entirely 
within a public park. After an 
initial period of financial success, 
the company experienced 
financial problems alternating 
with modest profits. Combined 
with the seasonal nature of 
operations, however, slim profits meant that its streetcars and infrastructure received little 
maintenance. By 1933, the bridge was suffering  from old age and corrosion, with the 

company claiming that it had insufficient funds for repairs. The city took possession of the 
bridge and used a Public Works Administration grant to renew the deck with the trolley line 
maintaining its trackage until the end of trolley service. On 9 September 1946 a bus route 
replaced the streetcar service. The tracks and ties were removed in 1947, leaving bare floor 
beams in the company's right-of-way on the bridge.  The bridge structure, with subsequent 
deck restorations in the 1930s, 1960s, and 1990s, despite a lack of maintenance during its 
initial years of private ownership, remains intact and in use to this day.

Colorized Postcard of the Long (1,227 ft.) Bridge 

Closed and Open Cars Crossing the Long Bridge



    Library Committee                       Library Committee

The next Library Workshop is scheduled for August 13, 2022 (10AM - 2PM). 

At this writing masks are now optional inside the Visitors Center, the Restoration 
Shop, Library, and all other indoor spaces on campus.  If you are near another person 
wearing a mask, please put your mask on out of respect/courtesy. 

A Library Committee and Workshop were scheduled for July 9, 2022. Because of scheduling 
conflicts the Committee meeting and workshop were rescheduled for July 23, 2022.  

Committee members attending on site included Karen Dooks, Mike Frost, Kenyon Karl, Herb 
Pence, Mark Sylvester, Herb Pence, and Leo Sullivan.  Ed Ramsdell attended through Zoom 
and Lloyd Rosevear was absent.  Kate Sullivan was also in attendance.

In addition to ongoing old business (including a report on library construction and the search 
for a consulting archivist, ongoing reorganization of Library materials in containers and 
garage, and further updating and labeling other materials to go into outside storage) a 
discussion was undertaken concerning various library organizational issues including: 

• The appointment of a Library administrator to manage/go through all the files, hard drives, 
etc. cataloging same and also to hold and regulate passwords and access.

• Assigning new logins on Library Google Drive

Removing Track - The End



• Transfer Library domain 
name to the Museum

• Control and access to 
Library RAID drives

• Establishing overall 
layout/collaboration with 
Restoration Shop for 
material copying, 
storage, and access

     

Kenyon Karl was elected to 
fill to open position of Vice-
Chair of the Committee.

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays are held on a bimonthly basis on the odd 
months.   Updated information will be forthcoming as available.

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully resumption in the future. 

For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact Randy Leclair 
(207-641-9324 - text preferred) or Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair

Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://digitalmaine.com/
trolley_images/ 

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with useful and 
interesting resource material including among other things links to some three decades of 
the Street Railway Journal and the Electric Railway Journal on line is located at on line 
resources:  https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library continues to 
upload material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The DigitalMaine Repository is a 
partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine State Archives and community institutions 
around the state.

Mark Sylvester, Leo Sullivan, Herb Pence, Mike Frost, and Karen Dooks
Kenyon Karl and Kate Sullivan were off camera. - July 23, 2022

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe


	 The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow you to 	 	
	 literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is for Library 
Development – Fund 951.

Shipwrights and Streetcars - Not necessarily an immediate connection you might make. 
However, a writeup in the 1889 Street Railway Journal concerning the Newburyport Car 
Manufacturing Company, some two years after the car company’s founding, noted that while 
the business of building street cars was usually the outgrowth of coach or carriage building, 
the employees of Newburyport were men formerly employed by the ship builders of 
Newburyport for doing the cabin work and other nice jobs incident to ship building.

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Obviously Seashore followed solid precedent when in 
building The Peacock Lounge, a low-voltage battery-
powered replica of the City of Manchester, for a private 
party (2013-2017), it added a boat builder from Mt. 
Desert Island, Maine to the team.

Right: The Peacock Lounge at end-of-track on the  
water’s edge in Florida.

The Main Line - Availability If you are not on our 
direct distribution list and would like to be please drop a note to 
TheMainLine@ramsdell.com . 

Regards,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 

The Main Line 
TheMainLine@ramsdell.com 
http://www.trolleymuseum.org 

Image from 2017 Seashore Annual Report
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