
June 2022

Best Wishes To All

For A Great Fourth Of July Holiday And All The Best To Our Friends And Neighbors North Of 
The Border For A Happy Canada Day On July First

  Have Fun - Please Do Be Careful - Stay Safe!

246 years For Our Republic - 155 Years For Canada - 83 Years For Seashore


Goings On At Seashore - 

Seashore continues to enjoy a good season with admissions exceeding this point in 2021, 
even with current global economic problems.

The two current building projects are progressing —the permit applications for the Maine 
Central Model Railroad building will be submitted to the Town of Kennebunkport before the 
holiday.  Kennebunkport’s Planning Board is reviewing the South Boston Carhouse 2.0 site 
plan during the month of July.  Both buildings are anticipated to break ground in September. 
The Model Railroad building may break ground sooner, in August, if the permit review 
process is shorter than anticipated. The museum is also beginning the planning work on a 
future garage to store our road work vehicles. It is hoped to locate this building near the 
Restoration Shop and Coney Island. 
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The Track Department continues to make great progress installing the track for the Fairview 
Carhouse annex project; the track now has been installed up to the concrete pad inside the 
building.

The Silent Policeman! 

As the mass production of the gasoline powered automobile grew more affordable for the 
general public in the 1920s, so did the  traffic and motor vehicle accidents in cities and 
towns.  Municipalities tried to combat the issues caused by motorists by installing a “silent 
policeman.” In fact, the Town of Kennebunkport installed a silent policeman in 1926 and it's 
still there today (the white wooden monument at the intersection of Ocean Avenue and Dock 
Square).

Like spreading chestnut trees and Moxie signs, silent policemen were prominent in New 
England towns from the 1920s through the 1940s. In 1971, two of our members were driving 
through Quincy, Massachusetts and noticed a somewhat intact silent policeman at the 
intersection of Hancock Street and Wollaston Blvd. They wrote a letter to the Mayor of 
Quincy requesting the donation for the sake of preserving transit history, and now the Quincy 
silent policeman is part of our history. 

Once prominently displayed by our main entrance in the 1970s, the silent policeman was 
moved to storage when its condition declined. 

 It was rediscovered by museum staff in 2019 and restoration began. Thank you to all who 
helped restore the artifact, with the most significant work completed by Scott Roberts, Rick 
Whetstone and Bill Catanesye.

Image and text from Seashore facebook posting



This silent policeman was powered by acetylene gas when it was in operation in Quincy, 
which fed a blinking beacon.  While we strive to restore our artifacts as closely to their 
original appearance as possible, we decided a safer option was restoring the artifact to 
operate by electricity. The beacon will soon blink--right now the light is solid. 

Upcoming Events: 

Friday, July 1 Canada Day

Saturday, July 2: Boston Day 

Sunday, July 3: Seashore Turns 83! The first 100 guests will get an indivuably-wrapped 
sweet treat included in the price of admission. 

Tuesday, July 5: Sensory Friendly Day has been cancelled due to lack of staff available/the 
July 4th holiday 

Wednesday, July 6: Ice Cream Night! The benefiting nonprofit is Ben’s Fight Inc. Purchase 
tickets at https://icecreamnight.eventbrite.com  

Sunday, July 10: Moxie Day at Seashore. Come out for free samples of Moxie and Diet 
Moxie, and view Moxie memorabilia!  

Wednesday, July 13: Ice Cream Night! The benefiting nonprofit is Kennebunkport 
Conservation Trust. Purchase tickets at https://icecreamnight.eventbrite.com  

Saturday, July 16th: Connecticut Day! Residents of Connecticut get in for 50% off. 

Saturday, July 16th: Youth Day Camp. Tickets will be available later this week at http://
trolleymuseum.eventbrite.com    

Saturday, July 16th: Sensory Friendly Day, 4PM-6PM. Purchase tickets at https://
sensoryfriendlytrolley.eventbrite.com  

Wednesday, July 20: Ice Cream Night! The benefiting nonprofit is Habitat for Humanity York 
County. Purchase tickets at https://icecreamnight.eventbrite.com 

Saturday, July 23rd: All Women Crew Day 

Wednesday, July 27: Ice Cream Night! The benefiting nonprofit is the Arundel Historical 
Society. Purchase tickets at https://icecreamnight.eventbrite.com 

Free Story Time: Begins July 13 and will be offered every Wednesday-Friday at 10:30AM 
through August 19th.  Sign up to be a Volunteer Reader at https://trolleymuseum.org/support/
volunteer-to-read/  

For further additional event information and ongoing information throughout the year be sure 
to check:  https://trolleymuseum.org/events/ .

https://trolleymuseum.org/events/


Do You Recognize ?

Last Month’s Do You Recognize -

The Union Traction Company started out in 1907 as an effort to link an arc of growing oil and 
gas field communities across two counties in the Kansas southeast.  D. H. Siggins, a former 

lumberman and electric railway promoter, 
was recruited from Pennsylvania to 
undertake the promotion and building of the 
Union Traction Company.  By April of 1908 
the promoters reported the line having 26.5 
miles of track with a total valuation of 
$309,000.  In June of the same year the 
state  taxing authority set the total value at 
$340,381. Also in 1908 the first 21 miles 
began operation north from  the 
headquarters city Coffeyville. KS.  A test run 

over a 31-mile portion of the line 
from the headquarters city took 
place on February 27, 1910.  The 
next 21 miles to reach what would 
be the line’s northern terminus took 
over two and a half years of 
wrangling and negotiation.  The first 
car finally reached the northern 
terminus of Parsons, KS on 
December 21, 1912.  The northern 
endpoint was of significance as that 
city had been founded as the 
regional center for a large class-1 

Our headquarters city with construction still underway (1909)

No. #20  30’ 4” closed - American Car Company (1907)

No. #71  Closed 45 ft.  - American Car Company (1925)



railroad and ultimately was the site of 
the railroad’s maintenance and 
locomotive shops. Hence our line was 
provided with access to a center of 
transportation industry as well as oil and 
gas producers.  Another two years saw 

our line extend due south from its headquarters 
city into an adjoining state some 25 miles to 
reach its Nowata, OK. its southern terminus in 
1914 - yet another oil boom town located in 
lands defined until only a few years before by 
Congress as the Indian Territory.  This 

Colorized postcard - At left: No. 1 10 bench open, at right No. #3 10 bench open, and perhaps No. #5, another 10 
bench open in middle background  - all by American Car Co. (1907).  Second from left No. # 22 - 30’ 4” closed - 

American Car Company (1907).

No. #16  Birney - Osgood Bradley Car Company (1922) 
providing city service in the north side city. 

No. #72  Closed 45 ft. - American Car Company (1925)
at an Interurban Station in Independence, KS.



community currently exists within the area where a Native American Nation has federally 
recognized tribal jurisdictional authority.  This final extension achieved the line’s ultimate 
overall length of 82 miles.

The year 1927 saw declining 
revenues drive the Union Traction 
Company into bankruptcy, emerging 
a decade later with a new name as 
the Union Electric Street Railway.  
The line’s financial structure was 
reorganized and it was brought out 
of bankruptcy in 1937.  A focus on 
developing non-passenger traffic 
added revenues although there was 
head-to-head steam railroad 
competition at the major 
communities. The advent of WWII 
greatly increased demand for the 

line’s  services.
On the negative side was an 
extended battle as to who got how 
much of the financial pie which 
weighed on profitability and 
operation of the company.  Another 
and perhaps ultimately critical event 
was a protracted dispute with 
Independence, KS on the northern 
part of the railway as to the 
necessity of building a costly 
bypass around the city to carry 
freight traffic.  

Finally in 1947 the company reached the decision to end all electric service in 1947.  
Passenger service north of the Coffeyville ended on June 15, 1947 and service south ended 
on June 17, 1947.  Buses had begun to be introduced in the system on June 4, 1947.  
Freight service ended a few weeks later.  The bus line, the Kansas Trails System,  that had 
begun elsewhere in the state in 1943 operated the routes until 1960.

It is notable that the railway, with some cutbacks, ran substantially the same route and 
schedule throughout most of its existence.  The provision of city streetcar service in 
Coffeyville and Independence through the end of operations ranked as some of the longest 
lived small city service in the country.

No. #80  Locomotive  - Baldwin-Westinghouse  (1917)
Acquired second-hand 1932

No. #82  Locomotive  - Baldwin-Westinghouse  (1914)



An event took place some 
15 years before the start of 
our railway.  It really has no 
bearing on the railway but 
it makes a good historical 
hint.  The “Old West”, 
whatever definition you 
like, was ending around 
the turn of the century - 
obviously this was not 
evident to all.  In 1892 the 
Dalton Gang, a genuine, 
right out of the movies, 
notorious outlaw gang rode 
their horses into Coffeyville 
with the intent of robbing 

the C.M. Condon & Co. Bank and the First National Bank. Unfortunately, for the gang, the 
citizenry became aware of what was transpiring and were waiting when the gang members 
emerged from the banks.  When the battle was over the somewhat infamous gang was 
wiped out with four out of five members dead and the survivor severely wounded and 
ultimately serving 14 years in prison - four citizens were also killed in the battle.

A colorized image of Coffeyville, KS from the early days of our railway.  The car in the far left appears to be 
either 

No. #64  Freight  (50 ft. 5 in.) - American Car Company  (1936)





This Month’s do You recognize?

Our line of interest this month was organized in 1899 through the merger of a street railway 
in an endpoint port city, an electric railway just beginning construction, and a 16 mile steam 
road.  

Service began in November 1900 connecting the state capital and what had been a thriving 
18th and 19th century river port at the head of navigation on their common river, some 37 
miles to the south of the capital.  By the late 19th century the importance of the river port had 
faded and it had become an important industrial center with ironworks, brickworks, foundries 
producing parlor stoves and ice harvesting tools, factories making fire engines and railroad 
car wheels, knitting mills, and two large cement plants just over the border in an adjacent 
community.  When the state capital was chosen shortly after the American Revolution the 
river port lost out by one vote in the state legislature to be chosen as the state capital.

Colorized postcard of car No. # 22 Closed (43’ 0”) at the Electric Park (c. 1901)  
Wason Manufacturing Company (1900/1901)

Note the absence of the third-rail in this early image - see following image of #20 at Electric Park from a decade or more 
later with fencing to guard third-rail.



The 37-mile line was primarily a third rail 
operation but also with trolley poles and 
some two miles of overhead for city 
running in the port city and the state 
capital.  City service was also provided in 
the port community.  Service into the center 
of the capital was operated over the 
trackage of the local city street railway.

The power system was somewhat 
interesting.  Power was provided by a 
single hydropower plant located at a falls 
about 10 miles from the port city.  Twelve 
thousand volts was generated and 
distributed across a high-tension system to 
three substations.  The railway power 

operated at 25 cycles while power for 
lighting was generated at 60 cycles and 
distributed separately.  The power plant 
also generated 600 volt DC current to 
feed the railway adjacent to the plant.  
For readers interested in detail, in next 
months discussion I will include an article 
I discovered about the complexity of this 
rather versatile power plant.    

In 1901, as was a quite common means 
in the industry of increasing weekend rail 
traffic, the railroad company built an 
amusement park on a local lake. Like 
other parks opened at about the same 

time throughout the country, it was 
called Electric Park because the 
attractions for the most part ran off the 
same sources of electricity used by 
the railway.  The name “Electric Park” 
was shared by several dozen parks 
across the country built and/or 
controlled by trolley lines.  A “fun fact” 
is that although the park was dry (no 
alcohol) the lake, along the shores of 
which the park was set, was partially 
in a wet (alcohol permitted) area.  An 
enterprising individual purchased a 

No. #21  Express/Baggage car (43’ 0”) 
Wason Manufacturing Company (1900/1901)

No. #20  Closed car (43’ 0”) 
Wason Manufacturing Company (1900/1901)

Note: Compare with earlier image of Electric Park (above).
Now safety fencing for third-rail.

No. #25  Express car (43’ 0”) - also used as locomotive
Wason Manufacturing Company (1900/1901)



small island in the wet area and built a two-story watering hole.  A gentlemen attending the 
park could rent a boat and row out to the island to ease his pain and stress while the family 
enjoyed the rides and entertainment.

At the opening of the line the rolling stock 
consisted of ten cars manufactured by Wason 
(c. 1920/21).  These included five full 
passenger cars, three combines, and two 
express cars (also used as locomotives) all 
riding on Brill trucks.  The cars were heated by 
electric heaters and lighted by thirty 
incandescent lamps. Lamps containing 
containing a lit candle are placed at each end 
of the car in case the current supply is cut off, 
the passengers would not be left in darkness.  
The 10 cars were 53’ 6” over the buffers or 43’ 
at the corner posts.

Two early incidents dogged the railway throughout its existence.  In May of 1901, only six 
months into its operation a head-on crash between two cars resulted in the deaths of five 
people and injury to 40. 

A side note to this crash is that one of those killed was a twenty-year old woman.  A 
jury awarded her father $9,500 for his pecuniary loss.  The railway appealed and the 
state’s highest appeals court reduced the verdict to $5,000 as being unjust.  The court 
determined that if she had lived and devoted her life to supporting her parents she 
could have not earned enough in her lifetime (less her costs to her father) to reach the 
$9,500 award amount.  She died instantly, so no pain and suffering, and the concept of  
“loss of consortium” (loss of companionship) wasn’t here yet.  Interesting reflection as 
to the value of life 120 years ago and particularly that of a young woman!

Fifteen months later in August of 1902 
another collision, rear end this time, 
claimed the life of yet another 20 year-
old woman,  a five year old boy, and 
injured 25 others.

These two crashes with the resulting 
lawsuits, notoriety, and resultant 
shaken public confidence helped 
propel the line into reorganization in 
1909.  Optimism seemed to follow the 
1909 reorganization as in 1910 the 
company reported double-tracking 17 
miles (almost half) of the system.

No. #26  Closed car (43’ 0”) 
Wason Manufacturing Company (1900/1901)

No. #52  Closed car (43’ 0”)
Wason Manufacturing Company (c.1907)



The line expended significant effort in 
developing a commuter business to 
the capital city.

The post WWI economic slowdown 
leading to a short recession in 1918–
19, followed by a stronger one in 
1920–21, coupled with rising 
motorcar competition drove the 
company into another reorganization 
as a utilities company in 1924.  
Control of the utility company was 
acquired by a larger regional power 
corporation in 1928.

The company was involved 
in electric railway operation, 
the generation and sale of 
electricity, and gas 
manufacture and sale 
throughout most of its 
existence.  In 1928 it 
transferred all of its electrical 
and gas generating assets to 
the municipal gas company 
of the capital city.

In 1927 the company received authority to abandon certain routes in the port city as part of a 
plan to substitute bus service.  A similar request in 1925 had been rejected because of a lack 
of planning for substitute service.

December 21, 1929 saw the elimination of all trolley service,  May 1930 saw approval for 
corporate dissolution, and in July of 1930 permission to sell the company’s assets.

No. #56  Closed car  (43’ 0”)
Wason Manufacturing Company (c. 1907)

No. #302  Closed car 
J.G. Brill Car Company (1914)

No. #2  Wedge Plow No. #1  Box Motor 



Rolling stock (partial account) - 

1900/1901 As noted earlier the line began with a fleet of ten cars manufactured by 
Wason.  These included five full passenger cars, three combines, and two express 
cars (also used as locomotives).
1907 saw the order of two additional Wason passenger cars
In 1908 the line reported a fleet of 21 closed cars (five exclusively for use in the port city), 
five open (These five opens may have been for the port city as statements in other years 
indicated that opens could not be used on the interurban because of speeds attained), 
three combines, 11 express and freight (two used as locomotives), two plows, and one 
locomotive.
In 1913 a locomotive was ordered from Wason.
1914 saw two passenger cars (#302 & 304) and one express car from Brill
In 1921 a freight car built in the company shops
 Finally in 1926, a last order of two interurbans from Cincinnati Car Co. (#60 &62)
In its 1928 report the state public service commission listed or line as having one electric 
locomotive, seven closed passenger cars, six one-man closed cars, three freight-express 
and baggage, seven non-motorized freight-express and baggage, and six non-revenue, 
nor-motorized cars.  The 1927 report was the same except for three more closed cars and 
three fewer one-man cars.

The size of the fleet appears to have been quite consistent throughout the line’s existence. 

    Library Committee                       Library Committee

The next Library Committee and Workshop is scheduled for July 9, 2022 (10AM - 2PM). 

Because of scheduling conflicts the Committee meeting will be held via Zoom and the 
workshop is cancelled.

A Library Committee Meeting and Workshop was held on May 14, 2022 (10AM - 2PM).  The 
workshop activities included continuing the cataloging of pictures, sorting of donated 



materials in the Library and prioritization of materials for transfer to the storage facility in 
Kennebunk.  A Library Workshop was held on June 11, 2022 (10AM - 2PM).  

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays are held on a bimonthly basis on the odd 
months.   Updated information will be forthcoming as available.

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully resumption in the future. 

At this writing masks are now optional inside the Visitors Center, the Restoration 
Shop, Library, and all other indoor spaces on campus.  If you are near another person 
wearing a mask, please put your mask on out of respect/courtesy. 

For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact Randy Leclair 
(207-641-9324 - text preferred) or Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair

Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://digitalmaine.com/
trolley_images/ 

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with useful and 
interesting resource material including among other things links to some three decades of 
the Street Railway Journal and the Electric Railway Journal on line is located at on line 
resources:  https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library continues to 
upload material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The DigitalMaine Repository is a 
partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine State Archives and community institutions 
around the state.

	 The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow you to 	 	
	 literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is for Library 
Development – Fund 951.

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Random - Trams for the holidays -

For a closer I decided to take a blind internet search for our respective national holidays and 
grab the first thing I could find for the holiday and streetcars/trams.  Absolutely no judgment 
at all - national holiday and doing something with the car - that is it!

Canada Day - July 1, 2022

Nelson Electric Tramway Society - Nelson, BC

Nelson Electric got the brass ring in the Canada search.  Their #23  - Stephenson Car 
Company (1906) is #23 is up and running and you can ride it between 11 am and 4:30 pm 
every day of the week until October 10th.  Last year they had the misfortune of overheating 
the car’s grids while in holiday operation - it was back in under a week.

History of Streetcar No. 23 - (from Nelson Electric’s site)

Streetcar No 23 was built in 1906 by the Stephenson Car Company, a division of the J. G. 
Brill Company of Elizabeth, New Jersey, U.S.A. It was the fourth in a series of 25 cars 
ordered for the ‘3-cent’ Forest City Line of Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A. It was built as a double-
ended, semi-convertible car and was numbered ‘3334’. In 1908, it was re-built as a single-
ended car and re-numbered ‘934’.

In 1924, the City of Nelson purchased Car 934, to supplement the existing Cars 1 and 2 
which were in use at the time. On its arrival, it was re-painted and re-numbered to ‘3’ and 



was used when one of the other streetcars was out of service or for special events, such as 
picnics or hockey games. Early in the 1930’s, the streetcars were re-numbered from ‘1’, ‘2’ 
and ‘3’ to ’21’, ’22’ and ’23’ in an attempt to make the tramway system seem larger than it 
was. Car 23 remained in use until June 20, 1949, when service on the Nelson Street Railway 
was suspended and service was replaced by buses.

In 1951 Car 23 was purchased for $10 by a Veterinarian and re-located from Fall St. Park to 
Nasookin Road four miles east of Nelson on Highway #3A . It was completely stripped, had 
three inches of concrete poured on the floor and square holes cut along one side, to convert 
it into a dog kennel. It also served as a chicken coop, then storage shed for a souvenir and 
crafts shop.

In 1982, the property was sold and the new owner thought that something should be done to 
preserve the old streetcar and offered it to the City of Nelson. City Council at the time 
rejected the offer, considering the restoration task hopeless and too expensive. The Nelson 
Chamber of Commerce and Selkirk College, Rosemont Campus accepted the offer and Car 
23 was moved to the campus for the restoration to begin.

Independence Day - July 4, 2022

The Fort Collins Municipal Railway Society - Ft. Collins, CO

Ft. Collins’ Second Car # 25 came 
used from Virginia Railway & 
Power Co. in 1946, and was 
numbered 1520 when it ran on 
Richmond streets.  A Birney built 
by JG Brill in 1922.

The Fort Collins Municipal Railway 
Society won the toss in the US 
search.  Search engines must 
have been working better out west 
in both instances.

Fort Collins Municipal Railway 
Society (FCMRS) is a 501c 3 non-
profit corporation working in 
partnership with the Fort Collins 
Museum to restore and operate 
the Fort Collins Municipal Railway, 
presenting a living history of 
electric public transportation in 
Fort Collins

It's a three-day holiday weekend. That's three days to ride the Fort Collins Trolley! On 
Saturday, July 2nd, all rides are FREE. (From Ft. Collins MRS site)



The Main Line - Availability If you are not on our direct distribution list and would like to 
be please drop a note to TheMainLine@ramsdell.com . 

Regards,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 

The Main Line 
TheMainLine@ramsdell.com 
http://www.trolleymuseum.org 
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