
April 2022

A Busy Weekend! 

Goings On At Seashore - 
ANNUAL MEETING _
The New England Electric Railway Historical Society’s (doing business as Seashore Trolley 
Museum) Annual Meeting was held via Zoom on April 30, 2022.  The day’s schedule was as 
follows:

10:00AM: Zoom Meeting Room Opens

10:15AM-11AM: Maine Central Model Railroad Building Update.  Architect Herb Fremin, Executive Director Katie 
Orlando and Construction Manager Steve Berg.

11:00AM: Business Meeting Called to Order

11:15AM-1:00PM: Proxy Committee finalizes votes for Trustees. This year, all votes by our member shareholders in 
good standing were cast via mail and online.

11:15AM-12:30PM: Administrative Officer & Department Reports
Museum Administration, Jim Schantz & Katie Orlando
Restoration Shop, Dave Rogers
Seashore Railway Operations, Tom LaRoche
Curatorial Department, Mike delaVega
Education, John Mercurio
Library & Archives, Karen Dooks
National Streetcar Museum at Lowell, Katie Orlando
Yard Operations, Jeff Bennett & Dan Vardaro
Track Department, James van Bokkelen
Yard Operations, Jeff Bennett
Overhead Infrastructure, Rob Drye
Signals Department, Derek Dearborn

-Break for Lunch-

1PM-1:45PM: New South Boston Carhouse Update: President & CEO Jim Schantz and Construction Manager Steve 
Berg.

1:45PM: Trustee Election Results Announced

2:00PM-2:30PM: Meeting of the Board of Trustees: Electing and Appointing 2022 Officers 

2:30PM-4PM: Photo Presentation: Seashore Trolley Museum People and Activities, 1950-1970. Presented by Jim 
Schantz.

THE  
MAIN LINE

!!

No 2Vol 14
The Monthly Bulletin 

of the New England Electric Railway Historical Society Libraries 

! !



I’m only including some bits and pieces here.  If you weren’t able to attend I’m sure there will 
be further detail in the Dispatch and on the museum’s social media.

Election of trustees and confirmation of appointed trustees -

Chelsea Miller and Daniel Vardaro were elected as trustees.
Frederick Maloney and Robert Drye were confirmed as appointed trustees

After the adjournment of the Annual Meeting the trustees met and elected the following 
corporate officers -

Robert C. Drye,  Board Chair 
James van Bokkelen, Board Vice Chair 
James D. Schantz, President & CEO
James van Bokkelen, Vice President 
Katie Orlando, Executive Director 
Charles R. Sullivan, Treasurer 
Cecilia B. Clapp, Secretary 
David C. Johnson, Esq., General Counsel

OPENING DAY-

Opening day for the museum was May 1, 2022 with the weather cooperating with a sunny, if 
coolish, day.  It is the museum’s 83rd season on Sunday, May 1. The museum will be open 
weekends in May, and Wednesdays-Sundays from June 1st through Halloween. The regular 
admission hours this season on days the museum is open to the public are 9:30AM-4:30PM 
(a change from the usual 10AM-5PM schedule).

Upcoming Events: 

 May 1 - Open! 9:30AM-4:30PM
 May 7 - May 8 - Open! 9:30AM-4:30PM
 May 14 - May 15 - Open! 9:30AM-4:30PM
 May 21 - May 22 - Open! 9:30AM-4:30PM
 May 28 - May 29 - Open! 9:30AM-4:30PM
 May 28 - Dog Appreciation Day at Seashore
 Dogs are welcome every day at the Museum*, and not just service dogs; all dogs. Join us 

with your furry friend/s for Dog Appreciation Day at Seashore, and enter for your chance to win 
special door prizes.  Volunteers will also be on hand to take special family photos on a trolley! It is 
asked that all guests read, understand and adhere to the museum's Dog Policy  
May 28 - May 29 - Armed Forces Day at Seashore
Armed Forces Day at Seashore... part 2! On the third Saturday in May the museum celebrates all 
persons who are currently serving in our military with Armed Forces Day at Seashore. If you are not 
available on that day a second, expanded chance is available on Memorial Day weekend. More than 
just one day, the same "thank you" benefits are offered for the entire long weekend.

For further additional event information and ongoing information throughout the year be sure 
to check:  https://trolleymuseum.org/events/ .

https://trolleymuseum.org/events/


Do You Recognize ?

Last Month’s Do You Recognize -

Our line of interest last month was incorporated in 1892 to facilitate the merger of some nine 
predecessor companies and reorganized again in 1901 - in 1892 as a “railroad” and in 1901 
as a “railway” - both named after the line’s home city of Binghamton, NY.  In the latter part of 
the 19th century Binghamton became a major producer of cigars and by the second decade 
of the 20th century shoe manufacturing had become the areas major employer.

In 1873 the city’s first horsecar line, the Washington St. and State Asylum RR,  began 
operations over a 4 ft. gauge one-and-a-
quarter mile route which had expanded to 
three-and-a-half miles by 1878.  In 1875 
another .88 miles was privately built and 
leased to the company.  This predecessor 
line and another commonly controlled line, 
the Park Ave. RR, were electrified in 1887 
using the Van Depoele system, becoming 
the first electric railway in the state.  The two 
lines were merged a few months later as the 
Washington St. Asylum and Park RR.  The 
same entrepreneur built several other lines 

in the city during the latter part of the 1880s and seemed to vacillate between 3 ft. gauge 
lines and 4 ft. gauge.  One line built as 
4 ft. gauge in 1884 and expanded in 
1889 was converted to standard gauge 
in the Fall of 1889.  The first 
incarnation of our line involving the 
prior-mentioned nine-company merger 
took place in 1890 when the 
Binghamton Street Railroad was 
formed and the lines were made 
standard gauge and electrified with the 
Sprague electric system. In 1892 
another line was absorbed and this 
resulted in the creation of the Binghamton Railroad, dropping “street”.  

A Street Railway Journal article in the mid 1890s noted that the railroad company had 30 
closed motors, 10 closed trailers and an equal number of opens, both motors and trailers.  In 
that period the majority of the cars were from either John Stephenson Company, Ltd. or the 

Open car (#70 - #80 series) operating on the first line to 
be electrified (1897) in the state - LaClede (1893)

Closed car #204 - Mfg. ?, (c. 1897)



Laclede Car Company.  A couple 
of cars were from the American 
Car Company, one of which was 
exhibited at the 1893 Chicago 
World’s Fair.  The line also 
possessed an open car built by 
the Lamokin Car Company that 
was also exhibited at the World’s 
Fair.

Further acquisitions and the start 
of electrification of two potential 
rivals took place in 1893.  The 

Binghamton Lestershire and Union RR  had opened in December 1896 and in 1901 it was 
leased to our railroad and then consolidated into it.  This caused yet another reorganization 
with our line’s final name of Binghamton Railway Co. being adopted.  The existing route 
structure existent at that time provided the basic system that would operate for a number of 
years.

After this last reorganization older single-
truck cars were replaced by larger and 
more modern cars with double truck cars 
serving principal lines.  The system never 
adopted the really large double truck cars 
that operated in some major cities.  
Additionally, at some point a decision was 
made to operate cars with higher gear 
ratios which restricted the car’s top speed 
but provided a more rapid acceleration 
than a car with a lower gear ratio.  This 
meant that on the shorter routes the higher 
acceleration cars made as good or better 
time than lower geared cars while on at least one longer private right-of-way route cars with 
a lower gear ratio might have made better running time.

The Binghamton Railway Co. was initially well placed for traffic with a large state hospital, 
growing suburbs, and three parks served by the line.  The parks were somewhat interesting 
in business concept in that a large 100 acre Ross Park owned and maintained by the city 
was under contract with the railway for the provision all of the entertainment in return for 
amusement operation privileges.  The park amusement company, owned by the railway, 
provided a wide variety of entertainment that was easily paid for by the amusement 

Closed car #317 acquired second-hand in 1913 (group of 8)
Manufactured by J.G. Brill (1900)

Open car #91 - Mfg. J,G.Brill? (c. 1900)



revenues.  To enhance the park’s 
appeal to families, legislation was 
passed prohibiting the sale of alcohol 
in the park or within one-half-mile of it.  
Of course the railway’s route to the 
park also benefited immensely from 
the park’s existence.  As a side note 
this route was also that route in 1887 
identified as the first in the state to be 
electrified.  In addition to this park 
there was another railway-owned park 

plus a baseball field and two harness race tracks, also under railway control. 

In the early 1900s the company acquired a 
number of open and closed cars from J.G. 
Brill including eight second-hand cars (built 
for Union Traction in 1900 and acquired in 
1913) as well as having taken over the 
earlier railroad’s LaClede and Stephenson 
cars.  In the last half of the period from 1910 
to 1922 the line acquired some 43 closed 
cars from the Cincinnati Car Company.  
In 1924 the railway company introduced 
buses operated by a subsidiary Binghamton 
Railway Bus Lines.

The mid-20s saw both some 
track abandonments and 
additions.  In 1927 further 
abandonments took place on 
routes that were to have served 
as connections with never-built 
extensions of other companies.  
Our company entered 
receivership on October 3, 1925 
with the receivers actually taking 
possession on October 12, 1925.  
In February 1929 on petition from 
three banks holding mortgages, 
that were in some part overdue, 

the Federal District Court ordered the sale of the company on a date to be set in April of that 

Closed car #405 - Cincinnati Car Company (1915)

Closed car #407 leading two-car train  
Cincinnati Car Company (1915)

Closed car #403 - Cincinnati Car Company (1915)
Image c. 1929



year.  The actual sale took place in 
Early May with approval from the 
court in June and the actual transfer 
taking place on July 1.  There was 
only one bidder - the attorney for a 
gas and electric firm from New York.  
He bid the minimum $2,200,000 
previously stated by the judge as the 
lowest acceptable bid.

Our had line expanded from its 
horsecar predecessor’s 1873 
mileage of 1.25 miles to 27 miles in 
1895, 46 miles in a 1914 Moody’s 
report, and peaking around 50 miles in the ‘20s with a gradual decline in the late’20s that 
accelerated after the 1929 foreclosure sale and resulting reorganization.

The 1930 reorganization established the Triple Cities Traction Corp. with track 
abandonments and added bus lines beginning in late July 1930.  August 1, 1932 saw the 

final abandonment of 
all street railway 
service.  The new 
company’s bus 
operations continued 
until 1968 when 
operations were 
assumed by the 
Broome County 
Transit, a public 
transit entity.

Closed car #502 - Cincinnati Car Company (1917) 

Closed car #507 - Cincinnati Car Company (1917)



This Month’s do You recognize?

This month’s line of interest had it’s origins in the year 1866 when two predecessor 
companies began operation of horse-car trolley service. One line beginning on 1 January 
1866 and the other on *July 4, 1866.  The route of the car line that opened on July 4, 1866 
was also the last trolley line in the city when it closed on January 1, 1938 and virtually 
unchanged.

The city that is home to our railway is the state capital and also the home of a U.S. president.

The two lines gradually expanded within the city and then in 1890 the city’s “great streetcar 
war” broke out.  The street car “war” of 1890 
actually consisted of several months’ worth of 
legal and political maneuvering between two local 
street car operators, although a brief actual 
physical confrontation left the president of one of 
the companies with a bloody nose.  Horse and 
mule-powered trolleys had existed since the 
1860s, but by 1890, electricity had come upon the 
local transit scene.

The immediate cause of the local 
controversy was one railway 
company’s attempt to out maneuver its 
competitor.  The railway, newly electric-
powered, attempted to extend service 
to a new suburban market.  This 
included laying track parallel to their 
competitor’s existing line.  The existent 
railway’s cars were still pulled by 
mules.  At one point the crews of the 
two companies came into direct conflict 
and a scuffle ensued.  In the process of 
this interaction the president of the 
mulecar line received a bloody nose - 
apparently the only actual casualty of 

*A totally tangental side note - as one of our line’s predecessors was starting 
service on July 4, 1866 the city of Portland, ME was devastated by a 
massive fire that swept across the peninsula leaving more than 10,000 
people homeless, 1,500 buildings destroyed and a third of the The Forest 
City in smoking ruins.

A colorized postcard of the primary east-west 
Thoroughfare in the capital city - c. 1900

Closed car #47 - early car of predecessor line - perhaps one of 
the cars acquired from St. Louis Car Co. in 1891 by “the mule-

line when it electrified.



the streetcar war.  The mulecar line operator 
insisted that city had granted it exclusive 
rights to lay rail on the street in question 
while the electrified system held that the 
state charter it had received gave it authority 
to lay track anywhere within the city.

Legal arguments aside the “modern” electric 
cars were favored by the citizens in the 
contested area where track was being laid to 
the extent that area residents helped lay the 

electric’s rails and patrolled the line at night 
to preclude any mischief by the mule 
company.  Legal maneuvering continued 
but by the fall of 1890 the mulecar company 
was making preparations to convert to 
electricity.

In 1893 both companies were taken over by 
a transit syndicate from a neighboring state 
and our company of interest was born in 
form and name (“City Name” Consolidated 
Railway”).  In 1921 the company was under 
the control of utility companies and became 
(the “State Name” Power Company). 

The line was also the target of many holdups of motormen over the years.  There were a 
total of 12 holdups spanning a 12 month 
period during 1921 - 1922 including at least 
two incidents involving the shooting of a 
motorman including one fatality.  For a period 

of time the car company actually hired some 
44 armed guards to ride the cars and patrol 
the streets.

Closed car #142 - American Car Company (1909)

Closed car #200 - American Car Company (1912)
Special built to service large loads for shift changes at the 

smelters in the northeast section of the city.

Closed car #205 - American Car Company (1912)
Double0truck - single end

Closed car #232 - St. Louis Car Company (1916)



In 1933 the company became known 
as (the “City Name” Transportation 
Company).  The Transportation 
Company outlived the end of 
streetcars on January 1, 1938 and 
continued on operating buses until 
1945 when it was acquired by the 
United Transit Company (UTC) of 
Richmond.  In turn United Transit was 
acquired by American Transportation 
Enterprises (ATE) in 1962.  In 1968 
the bus routes in the area including 
where our street railway had once 
operated were assumed by a regional 
mass transit district named after the 
city, in 2017 the name was changed 
to reflect the county name.

The railway was primarily an operator of cars produced by the American Car Company 
although equipment was purchased from others including at least St. Louis Car Company, 
the G. C. Kuhlman Car Company, and J.G. Brill.  In the 20th century the system had peaked 
with some 66 passenger cars, 27 work cars, and 40 miles of track.

Birneys came in 1920 and 
1924 with 17 double 
ended cars (nos. 251-267) 
from St. louis Car 
Company in 1920. 

Open car #302 - J.G. Brill Company (1901)
part of group of 12 purchased second-hand c.1920

Birney #259 - St. Louis Car Company (1920)



Another 12 Birneys (nos. 268-279) 
built by St. Louis in 1921 came 
second-hand in 1924.

    Library Committee                       Library Committee

The next Library Committee and Workshop is scheduled for May 14, 2022 (10AM - 
2PM). 

At this writing masks are now optional inside the Visitors Center, the Restoration 
Shop, Library, and all other indoor spaces on campus.  If you are near another person 
wearing a mask, please put your mask on out of respect/courtesy. 

A Library Workshop was held on April 9, 2022 (10AM - 2PM).  Activities included continuing 
the cataloging of pictures, sorting of donated materials in the Library and prioritization of 
materials for transfer to the storage facility in Kennebunk.

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays are held on a bimonthly basis on the odd 
months.   Updated information will be forthcoming as available.

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully resumption in the future. 

For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact Randy Leclair 
(207-641-9324 - text preferred) or Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair

Birney #267 - St. Louis Car Company (1920)
one of 12 acquired second-hand in 1924 



Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://digitalmaine.com/
trolley_images/ 

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with useful and 
interesting resource material including among other things links to some three decades of 
the Street Railway Journal and the Electric Railway Journal on line is located at on line 
resources:  https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library continues to 
upload material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The DigitalMaine Repository is a 
partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine State Archives and community institutions 
around the state.

	 The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow you to 	 	
	 literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is for Library 
Development – Fund 951.

Portland (ME) - Then, Now & In Between -

Some months ago George Zeiba kindly provided the library with a map of the Portland 
Coach Company routes during the last year or so of Portland Coach’s existence prior to the 
assumption of the transit routes by the newly-formed Greater Portland Transit District in 1966 
(adopted the METRO name in 1976).  As we already had the wonderful hand colored maps 
from the Illustrated Atlas of Maine’s Street & Electric Railways  - 1863 - 1946  - Charles D. 
Heseltine & O. R. Cummings - Edited by Amber Tatnall & Herbert Pence - Kennebunkport: 
New England Electric Railway Historical Society, 2015,  this seemed to call out for a route 
comparison so here we go:

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


 Portland Horse Car System 

 

 



Portland, South Portland, and Cape Elizabeth System 
1891 - 1941



Portland Coach Company Bus Routes (c, 1966)



Greater Portland Regional Transit 



Obviously there were changes effected between these various maps but they give a 
reasonable picture of the evolution from horse through the electric railway era and to internal 
combustion,

The Main Line - Availability If you are not on our direct distribution list and would like to 
be please drop a note to TheMainLine@ramsdell.com . 

Regards,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 

The Main Line 
TheMainLine@ramsdell.com 
http://www.trolleymuseum.org 


