
March 2022

For those of us In the Northern Hemisphere, Spring, aka the Vernal Equinox, occurred about 
a week ago 3/20/2022.  The weather is slowly warming and mostly wet as Spring is 
supposed to be.

Also, The Main Line has crossed another threshold as this is  

edition number one of volume 14. 
Goings On At Seashore -

Things are ramping up as opening day is less than a month away.  In addition to the normal 
activities required to get ready for opening day the museum is hard at work on two major 
building projects on Seashore’s 350-acre campus. The first new building was announced in 
January 2022; a building to house the Maine Central Model Railroad, which is currently 
located in Jonesport, ME and now, Seashore’s oldest trolley storage building, the Burton B. 
Shaw South Boston carhouse will be replaced thanks to a very generous $1 million 
anonymous donation,  The replacement will increase South Boston’s capacity by 50% to 9 
cars with roll-up doors providing full weather protection on each track. The interior will feature 
a concrete floor up to rail height and the design will be clear span with no poles between the 
tracks.  

Also, and near and dear to your editor’s heart, work is progressing on a New Bus Display 
Area to be located on is located across the street from South Boston Carhouse, between the 
Parts Warehouse and the Library Storage Containers.  The land will be fully prepped and 
ready later this spring for volunteers to begin moving the buses and trackless trolleys 
selected for the display.  Bus Display Area donations: Fund #970.

Upcoming Events: 

Two dates to note on your calendar
2022 Annual Meeting: Saturday, April 30, 2022 
2022 Opening Day: Sunday, May 1, 2022 
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Do You Recognize ?

Last Month’s Do You Recognize -

While watching Leo Sullivan’s interesting Zoom presentation the the BSRA monthly meeting 
on February 5 there was a mention of one of this company’s cars.  This brought the outfit to 
mind and I decided to go with it.  Thanks for the stimulation Leo!

The Linwood Street Railway was 
chartered on October 27, 1899 and 
began service on January 1, 1900.  
You have heard of a company town 
- well these are company villages 
and a company street railway. The 
railway provided service between 
the villages of  Linwood, MA and 
Whitinsville, MA where its parent 
company and the company’s mills 
were located and the nearby Whitin 
station of the leased Worcester & 
Blackstone subsidiary, as of 1904, 
of the NYNH&H steam road.

Prior to its incorporation there had 
been electric railway operation 
between the Whitin Machine 
Works with facilities in two 
adjacent villages to the nearby 
steam road since 1892.  Prior to  
the railway, transfers had been 
made over the 1.5 miles between 
the machine works and the steam 
railroad by machine works-owned 
horse-drawn transport using a 
stable of 100 horses.  In February 
of 1889 the stable burned with the 
loss of all of the horses.  The 
machine works owner made the 
decision to move to mechanical 
transport.  In June of 1890 an 
order was placed with Thomson-

Houston for a locomotive.  A street 

Whitin Machine Works #2, the railway’s parent company, with a string 
of hopper cars. (date mfg. unknown)

Image marked to indicate it as first electric locomotive ordered by 
the company - Thomas-Houston 1891/1892.  Matches description in 

Boston Globe story of November 29, 1891



railway, named after the Whitin family 
owning the machine works, and the 
village where it was headquartered, was 
organized in November of 1890 as a 
subsidiary of the machine works.  There 
were expectations of delivery of the 
locomotive in February of 1891 but, in 
reality, delivery didn’t occur until May of 
1892.  Delivery was technically by 
General Electric as the merger of Edison 
General Electric Company and the 
Thomson-Houston Electric Company 
forming GE had occurred in the interim.  

A story in the November 29, 1891 Boston Globe (p.6) related that the trial trip of the new 
electric locomotive which took place at the Thomson-Houston Electric Company’s works in 
West Lynn was a success, fully coming up to the expectations of the electricians present.  
The story related that the locomotive, which is the first of its kind ever built in this country, is 
specially designed for freight work, and the Machine Company, for whom it was made, 
propose to carry their merchandise back 
and forth from the railway station to their 
works, a distance of one and one-half 
miles, by means of electric power, it 
being equipped with a powerful motor.  
It further related that on the first trip a 
weight of 54 1/2 tons was attached, on 
the second 94. and on the third and last 
163.

In December of 1890 horsecar service 
was begun.  The installation of track 
and overhead by Thomson-Houston 
was completed in February 1891 with 
the street railway continuing service with horsecars for both freight transport and passenger 
service until the arrival of the locomotive in 1892.  In the fall of 1893 the street railway 
entered bankruptcy and was sold at auction to the machine works.  As of January 1894 the 
railway operation was absorbed as part of the machine works rather than a separate entity.  
The period from 1894 through 1898 saw only freight operation over the line.  

Passenger service was resumed in January 1899, being operated by the newly-formed 
Linwood Street Railway incorporated by the treasurer of the Whitin Machine Works.  The 

Linwood Street RailwayNo. # 6 waits at RR Station in 1934 
Wason  1909

Linwood Street Railway No. #3 at carhouse in 1934 
 Jackson & Sharp 1900



new railway taking its name from a village 
where cotton mills owned by the machine works 
were located.  This privately owned railway 
corporation leased the trackage rights from the 
machine works until 1925.  In 1909 the railway 
reported owning 5 passenger cars and 
employing an average of 7 people. That year, 
ended September 30,  315,278 passengers 
were carried with 53,318 car miles operated.  
The mill also operated both inter-plant narrow 
gauge (2 foot) and standard gauge electric 
locomotives. The standard gauge locomotives 
moved freight cars to and from the interchange 
with the steam road.  Ownership of the 
locomotives always resided with the machine 
works.

The railway incorporator, and machine 
works treasurer, had died in 1920 and in 
1925 the machine works purchased the 
physical assets of the street railway.  
Passenger service was maintained until 
1935.  

The line continued to be used by the 
machine works with its Thomson-Houston 
electric locomotive for the hauling of freight.  
The electric locomotive was finally 
withdrawn from use in 1943 when the 
machine works obtained a 65 ton GE diesel 
locomotive for use of the line.  Hence the 
claim is made that this electric locomotive 
was probably the longest serving Thomson-
Houston industrial railway product.  

Interior of one of the box passenger cars.

Whitin Machine Works #3, the railway’s parent company, with 
a string of cars - General Electric (date mfg. unknown)

Whitin Machine Works #? The 65 ton GE diesel acquired 
in 1943  (This image after its sale to a crushed stone 

company)



There were two other GE locomotives in 
service at the works (#2 and #3) and the 
arrival of three 23 ton GE narrow gauge 
diesels completed dieselization in 1949-50.  
The trackage remained in freight service until 
the sale of the works in 1966.  Ownership of 
the track had been transferred to the 
NYNH&H sometime previous to the closure of 
the machine works.

As far as I can determine the roster (incomplete) was as follows:

Passenger cars-
• three four-wheeled horsecars (#1, #2, and #3) circa December 1890 - builder unknown - 

later  equipped for electric use. 
• Closed cars #1 & #2  - Jackson & Sharp 1899 
• Closed car #3  - Jackson & Sharp 1900 
• Closed car #4 - Wason  1907
• Closed cars #5 & #6  - Wason  1909
• Closed car #7 - Wason  1910
• Closed car #8  -  (#2 & #3 horsecars were apparently eventually spliced into what became 

#8) - date unknown.
Locomotives -
• #1 - Thomson-Houston/GE - 1891/92
• #2 & #3  - GE dates unknown
• Taunton Locomotive Works delivered a battery powered switcher in July 1900 for intra-

plant switching (probably narrow gauge) - Boston Globe article, # and result unknown.

• 65 Ton diesel, was built by General Electric in October 1943 - some confusion with this one 
as it is indicated to have replaced the apparently very long-lived Thomson-Houston from 
1892.  However the 65 ton was later sold to a crushed stone outfit that operated 36” 
narrow gauge.  So it's “caveat emptor” or I guess in this case “lector cave”.

• Three 23 ton diesels - narrow gauge - two built by General Electric in August 1949 and one 
in May 1950.

I came across a story about the founder of the Whitin Machine Works.  John C. Whitin was 
born on March 1, 1807 - upon officially retiring in 1869 he incorporated the machine works as 

One of the 23 ton GE narrow gauge switchers acquired 
in 1949-1950



a joint stock company with himself as principal stockholder and president.  John C. Whitin 
died in 1882.  The Globe story from January 4, 1917 follows:

~



This Month’s do You recognize? 

Our line of interest this month was incorporated in 1892 to facilitate the merger of some nine 
predecessor companies and reorganized again in 1901 - in 1892 as a “railroad” and in 1901 
as a “railway” - both named after the line’s home city.  In the latter part of the 19th century 
this city became a major producer of cigars and by the second decade of the 20th century 
shoe manufacturing had become the areas major employer.

In 1873 the city’s first horsecar line began operations over a 4 ft. gauge one-and-a-quarter 
mile route which had expanded to three-and-a-half miles by 1878.  In 1875 another .88 miles 
was privately built and leased to the company.  This predecessor line and another commonly 

controlled line were electrified in 1887 using 
the Van Depoele system, becoming the first 
electric railway in the state.  The two lines 
were merged a few months later.  The same 
entrepreneur built several other lines in the 
city during the latter part of the 1880s and 
seemed to vacillate between 3 ft. gauge lines 
and 4 ft. gauge.  One line built as 4 ft. gauge 
in 1884 and expanded in 1889 was 
converted to standard gauge in the Fall of 
1889.  The first incarnation of our line 
involving the prior-mentioned nine-company 
merger took place in 1890 when the Street 

Railroad was formed and the lines were made standard gauge and electrified with the 
Sprague electric system. In 1892 another line was absorbed and this resulted in the creation 
of the Railroad, dropping “street”.  

A Street Railway Journal article in the 
mid 1890s noted that the railroad 
company had 30 closed motors, 10 
closed trailers and an equal number of 
opens, both motors and trailers.  In that 
period the majority of the cars were from 
either John Stephenson Company, Ltd. 
or the Laclede Car Company.  A couple 
of cars were from the American Car 
Company, one of which was exhibited at 
the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair.  The line 

Open car (#70 - #80 series) operating on the first line to 
be electrified (1897) in the state - LaClede (1893)

Closed car #204 - Mfg. ?, (c. 1897)



also possessed an open car built by the Lamokin Car Company that was also exhibited at 
the World’s Fair.

Further acquisitions and the start of electrification of two potential rivals took place in 1893.  
A new suburban company had 
opened in December 1896 and in 
1901 it was leased to our railroad 
and then consolidated into it.  This 
caused yet another reorganization 
with our line’s final name of “city 
name” Railway Co. being 
adopted.  The existing route 
structure existent at that time 
provided the basic system that 
would operate for a number of 
years.

After this last reorganization older single-truck cars were replaced by larger and more 
modern cars with double truck cars serving principal lines.  The system never adopted the 
really large double truck cars that operated 
in some major cities.  Additionally, at some 
point a decision was made to operate cars 
with higher gear ratios which restricted the 
car’s top speed but provided a more rapid 
acceleration than a car with a lower gear 
ratio.  This meant that on the shorter 
routes the higher acceleration cars made 
as good or better time than lower geared 
cars while on at least one longer private 
right-of-way route cars with a lower gear 
ratio might have made better running time.

Our line was initially well placed for 
traffic with a large state hospital, 
growing suburbs, and three parks 
served by the line.  The parks were 
somewhat interesting in business 
concept in that a large 100 acre park 
owned and maintained by the city was 

Closed car #317 acquired second-hand in 1913 (group of 8)
Manufactured by J.G. Brill (1900)

Closed car #405 - Cincinnati Car Company (1915)

Open car #91 - Mfg. J,G.Brill? (c. 1900)



under contract with the railway for the provision all of the entertainment in return for 
amusement operation privileges.  The park amusement company, owned by the railway, 
provided a wide variety of entertainment that was easily paid for by the amusement 
revenues.  To enhance the park’s appeal to 
families, legislation was passed prohibiting 
the sale of alcohol in the park or within one-
half-mile of it.  Of course the railway’s route 
to the park also benefited immensely from 
the park’s existence.  As a side note this 
route was also that route in 1887 identified 
as the first in the state to be electrified.  In 
addition to this park there was another 
railway-owned park plus a baseball field and 
two harness race tracks, also under railway 

control. 

In the early 1900s the company 
acquired a number of open and 
closed cars from J.G. Brill including 
eight second-hand cars (built 1900, 
acquired 1913) as well as having 
taken over the earlier railroad’s 
LaClede and Stephenson cars.  In 
the last half of the period from 1910 
to 1922 the line acquired some 43 
closed cars from the Cincinnati Car 
Company.  

In 1924 the railway company 
introduced buses operated by a 
subsidiary “city name” Railway 
Bus Lines.

The mid-20s saw both some track 
abandonments and additions.  In 
1927 further abandonments took 
place on routes that were to have 
served as connections with 
never-built extensions of other 
companies.  

Closed car #407 leading two-car train  
Cincinnati Car Company (1915)

Closed car #403 - Cincinnati Car Company (1915)
Image c. 1929

Closed car #502 - Cincinnati Car Company (1917)



Our company entered receivership on October 3, 1925 with the receivers actually taking 
possession on October 12, 1925.  In February 1929 on petition from three banks holding 
mortgages, that were in some part overdue, the Federal District Court ordered the sale of the 
company on a date to be set in April of that year.  The actual sale took place in Early May 
with approval from the court in June and the actual transfer taking place on July 1.  There 

was only one 
bidder - the 
attorney for a gas 
and electric firm 
from New York.  He 
bid the minimum 
$2,200,000 
previously stated 
by the judge as the 
lowest acceptable 
bid.

Our had line expanded from its horsecar predecessor’s 1873 mileage of 1.25 miles to 27 
miles in 1895, 46 miles in a 1914 Moody’s report, and peaking around 50 miles in the ‘20s 
with a gradual decline in the late’20s that accelerated after the 1929 foreclosure sale and 
resulting reorganization.

The 1930 reorganization established a new traction company with track abandonments and 
added bus lines beginning in late July 1930.  August 1, 1932 saw the final abandonment of 
all street railway service.  The new company’s bus operations continued until 1968 when 
operations were assumed by a county transit authority.

    Library Committee                       Library Committee

The next Library Workshop is scheduled for April 9, 2022 (10AM - 2PM). 

At this writing masks are now optional inside the Visitors Center, the Restoration 
Shop, Library, and all other indoor spaces on campus.  If you are near another person 
wearing a mask, please put your mask on out of respect/courtesy. 

Closed car #607 - Cincinnati Car Company (1917)



A Library Committee Meeting was held via Zoom on March 12, 2022 due to extreme weather 
conditions forecast for that day (high winds, rain, & snow - take your pick!).  Executive 
Director Katie Orlando participated in the meeting.  She reviewed ongoing projects on the 
campus and particularly planning towards the new library facility. The next Library Committee 
workshop is tentatively scheduled for April 9, 2022 (10AM - 2PM).

The next Library Committee meeting with a workshop following is scheduled for May 14, 
2022 at 10AM.

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays are held on a bimonthly basis on the odd 
months.   Updated information will be forthcoming as available.

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully resumption in the future. 

For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact Randy Leclair 
(207-641-9324 - text preferred) or Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair

Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://digitalmaine.com/
trolley_images/ 

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with useful and 
interesting resource material including among other things links to some three decades of 
the Street Railway Journal and the Electric Railway Journal on line is located at on line 
resources:  https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library continues to 
upload material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The DigitalMaine Repository is a 
partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine State Archives and community institutions 
around the state.

	 The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow you to 	 	
	 literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is for Library 
Development – Fund 951.

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


The PD&Y - 117 years ago:



Laconia Car Co. built No. 108 for the Portsmouth, Dover & York Street Railway in 1904. 
(Actually the PD&Y did not give the car a number; about 1909, the Atlantic Shore Line 
numbered it 108.)  No. 108 was a railway post office car similar to those operated on the 
steam railroads, with additional space provided for baggage and express.



Now as Seashore’s 
PD&Y #108 - In the Fall 
of 2014 transporting 
pumpkins on a Pumpkin 
Patch Trolley Weekend.



The Main Line - Availability If you are not on our direct distribution list and would like to 
be please drop a note to TheMainLine@ramsdell.com . 

Regards,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 

The Main Line 
TheMainLine@ramsdell.com 
http://www.trolleymuseum.org 


