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Goings On At Seashore -

A Strategic Plan Review and Discussion was held over Zoom this past Saturday (2/05/22). 
Throughout the entire day there a great amount of engaged, actively participating participants, 
which helped review and discuss the entire plan in just 6 ½ hours. The Board’s Executive 
Committee is currently working on revisions to the plan, taking into consideration everyone’s 
feedback, and will present a draft of the proposed revisions at the March Trustees meeting for 
review.  

A new org. chart

was issued in mid-

January 2022

Upcoming Events: 

Two dates to note on your calendar
2022 Annual Meeting: Saturday, April 30, 2022 
2022 Opening Day: Sunday, May 1, 2022 
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Do You Recognize ?

Last Month’s Do You Recognize -

Last month’s railway company of interest received its franchise between its endpoint cities  
on December 12, 1912.  On one end was 
Minneapolis the state’s largest city, adjacent 
to the state’s capital city, with the opposite 
endpoint being the small city of Anoka with 
about 4,000 population 15 miles to the 
northwest.  In the latter part of the 19th 
century saw mills, wood working plants, and 
cooper shops-barrel makers were important 
to the community.  After the mid-1880s the 
timber related businesses declined and a 
mix of business such as agriculture, shoe 

making and a state hospital came to the fore.  
Service began by the Minneapolis and 
Northern Railway Company on June 11, 1913 
with five trips per day, however, due to the 
lack of a sufficient source of electrical power 
in the area initial operations were conducted 
with two 55 ft. McKeen gasoline motor cars, a 
200 hp switch engine, also from McKeen, and 
borrowed steam engines.  At the beginning it 
was announced the line had contracted to 
deliver 5,000 carloads of construction 

materials to dam sites.

The McKeens appear to have had ongoing 
problems and a steam locomotive was 
used to haul passenger coaches.

The line entered bankruptcy in 1914 with 
reorganization taking place in 1915.  Now 
named the Minneapolis-Anoka-Cuyuna 
Range Railroad after its end points plus 
the optimistic addition of a mining region 
some additional 100 miles to the NNW.  
The addition beyond the original endpoints 
was never undertaken.  The McKeen cars 

 Two gasoline motor cars of pre-electric operation
McKeen Motor Car Company  - 1913

 200 horse-power gas engined switcher
McKeen Motor Car Company  - 1913

No. # 1 - built by Twin City Rapid Transit for our line  -  
(1917) - in later livery during WWII



were apparently repossessed and steam 
pressed into service.  A large hydroelectric 
dam was completed near the line in 1914 with 
electrification of the trolley system started in 
the summer of 1915 and actual electric trolley 
service begun on October 1, 1915 with seven 
round-trips a day.  The reorganized company 
reached agreement with the local transit 
operator in the “big city” southern endpoint 
and that operator carried the line’s cars over 
its track into the city center.  Another major 
connection between our line and the city operator was that the city operator, the Twin City 

Rapid Transit, had determined years 
before to build all of its own equipment in 
its own shops and ultimately built cars for 
other lines as well.  With the arrival of a 
sufficient electrical supply to power our 
line the decision was made to electrify and 
to purchase cars from Twin City.  Our line 
of interest purchased three streetcars from 
the local transit operator.  All were 
designed and built at that company’s 
shops in the state’s capital city. They 
looked like the transit line’s regular 
streetcars, but were painted dark red 

instead of yellow and the interior layout was slightly different to accommodate the line’s 
particular mix of traffic.

A transit directory, published in 1918 
indicates that our railroad operated 19.21 
miles of rail trackage, owned seven motor 
passenger cars, one other motor car, four 
other cars, and one electric locomotive.

During the 1920s the cars ran hourly 
headways during rush hours and every 
two hours at other times. In the 1930s the 
two hour headway became standard 
throughout the day with an endpoint to 
endpoint travel time of 70 minutes.  The 
line was profitable through 1924 but 
generally declining traffic combined with 

 No. # 3 - built by Twin City Rapid Transit for our line  -  
(1917) - in later livery during WWII

Manufacturing facility in St. Paul owned by Twin City Rapid 
Transit where cars were produced for our line

Terminal in Anoka with the Pillsbury Lincoln Mill that provided 
major freight business directly behind.



the destruction of the large Pillsbury Lincoln Mill in Anoka brought on major financial 
problems resulting in bankruptcy and another reorganization in 1926.  The line then began a 
general spiral of decline in business and the condition of the physical plant.

Freight continued as the line’s primary source of income throughout its existence.  Freight 
service was not electrified until 1922.  Passenger service ended in 1939 after a tornado 
destroyed a significant amount of overhead with buses being substituted. Electric freight 

trains continued running until 1943.

In 1943 the line was purchased by the 
Northern Pump Co., a company 
operating a defense ordinance plant near 
the southern endpoint city.  Passenger 
service was resumed in late 1943 with 
three cars running over four miles of 
track between a connection with the city 
transit operator and the defense plant 
operated by our line’s new owners.  At 
war’s end traffic rapidly declined to 
sporadic service at shift-change times at 
the plant, the main reason for the lines 

existence.  Passenger service was ended sometime in April 1948 with freight service 
continued by a regional class 1 railroad that had acquired the track.

The bus service introduced in 1939 between the endpoint cities continued until eventually 
purchased by a regional transit agency and survives to this day.

This Month’s Do You Recognize-

Our line of interest this month came into existence in 1911 through the consolidation of 
several lines serving its home state.  The 
system’s interurban operation was centered on 
the state’s second largest city, a center for 
equine development, and forms a rough “X” with 
arms running north - south and east - west ( the 
east - west arms both curve northward as they 
move away from the center point city). City 
service was provided in the state capitol, the 
center point city, and also the northern and 
eastern endpoints of the system as well as in 
one city not connected by the line’s interurban 
network. Service began in the center city with a 

 Predecessor line’s open car #22 in the state capital

No. #100 built in 1913 by GE as a gas-electric for a 
neighboring line.  Ultimately converted to electric and sold to 



predecessor horsecar line in 1882 
and electrified in 1890 with a new 
predecessor assuming operation.  
There had also been pre-1882 
horse-drawn omnibus service.  
After a subsequent reorganization 
in 1899 the company became a 
subsidiary of the “city name” & 
Interurban Railway Company along 
with two other entities.  By 1911 

economic problems including the impact of 
early automobiles resulted in the 
company’s liquidation and the formation of 
a new company named after its home 
state.  The new line saw success until the 
advent of the Great Depression.  By 1926 
buses were introduced on some routes.

The city that was the endpoint of the 
westerly leg of the system is the state 
capital and was reached from the center 
city in two steps - a line to approximately 
the midpoint in 1905 and a further 
extension to the endpoint by yet another 

affiliate in 1907.  The endpoint of the northern leg, a rail hub and agricultural center,  was 
reached in 1902, the eastern in 1903, and the southern in 1910 - a claim to fame for the 
southern endpoint was that a native son led the 1864 St. Albans, VT raid.

As part of the 1911 reorganization 
the new company issued a 
mortgage to secure a $7,500,000 
30-year bond issue to retire debt of 
the predecessor companies, build 
a new hydroelectric plant, and 
made some $800,000 available for 
betterments to the property.

The predecessor lines of our 1911 
consolidation purchased many cars 
from J.G. Brill, Brill subsidiaries and 
others over the early years.  A 
major modernization program was 

 Predecessor lines closed cars in the state capital

No. #308 - part of first order of 10 new-design double-truck 
lightweights 1922

No. #13 - Predecessor’s early single-truck city car - c.1909



undertaken in the early 1920s.  The system’s interurban lines were being operated with 
aging and heavy wooden interurbans 

weighing up to 38 tons per car.  Our 
company’s search for a modern, lighter, 
attractive, and more efficient car had a 
major impact on the industry.  In seeking 
this new lightweight interurban car the 
company approached, among others, a 
smaller midwestern manufacturer with 
demonstrated experience in lightweight 
design.  In responding, the manufacturer 
developed a new lightweight design at 
one-third the weight that became that 
manufacturer’s most famous design.

The first order of 10 double-truck 40’ 3” 
cars was delivered to our line in 1922 and was part of a total of 14 of this design and 29 
single-truck cars of the same general design were purchased by our line between 1922 and 
1929.  Headway on the interurban was reduced from 90 minutes to one hour.  Two 
lightweight freight motors were also purchased from the same manufacturer.  A few second-
hand single-truck cars may have been acquired and used on the city lines of the center point 
city into 1938.  There are also a few single-truck cars listed by the manufacturer as built for 
our company that may have gone to 
other commonly controlled companies.  
For a period of time our company was 
a property of Insull's Middle West 
Utilities Company.  Overall the 
manufacturer sold some 400 of this 
design including 322 double-truck and 
78 single truck.  The last of this design 
was completed in December of 1929, 
all manufacturing effectively ended in 
1931 and the manufacturer was 
liquidated in 1938.

Although the new design cars probably 
helped slow the traffic decline there 
was continuing loss of passengers to buses and private autos and the lucrative milk business 
was taken by trucks.  our company entered bankruptcy in early 1934 with all interurban 
service ending in January 1934.  City service in the capital city had ended in early January 
1934 due to a strike while city service in the center city lasted into 1938.

No. #214 - part of first order of 10 new-design single-truck 
lightweights 1923

No. #311 double-truck lightweight - probably the first #311 
(1922) - destroyed in an accident and replaced by a similar 

#311 in 1929



One other “impact” that our line had 
was that it has managed to feature in 
a somewhat large number of court 
decisions that are repeatedly cited as 
making case law.  Decisions in the 
areas of discrimination between 
shippers, rules of evidence, and duty 
to provide safe environment and 
liability for mental injury for not 
providing such.  None of these 
particularly “earthshaking” decisions 

but cases of first impression that 
manage to be cited repeatedly more frequently than one might think for a fairly small system 
in a medium sized state.

    Library Committee                            Library Committee

The next Library Workshop following is scheduled for February 12, 2022 (10AM - 2 
PM).  

Seashore Executive Director Katie Orlando recently announced that due to the 
COVID-19 community spread in all of the counties our staff and year-round volunteers 
live, masks are required again inside the Visitors Center (both floors), the Restoration 
Shop, Library, and all other indoor spaces on campus.   

The next Library Committee Meeting with workshop following is scheduled for March 12, 
2022 (10AM - 2PM).

The Library Committee’s meetings on Saturdays will be held on a bimonthly basis on the odd 
months.   Updated information will be forthcoming as available.

The Wednesday Evening Workshops are still cancelled - hopefully resumption in the future.

The Library Committee plans to attend the Amherst Railroad Show in January 2022 and sell 
duplicate books and subjects outside the library’s purview to benefit the Library.  

No. #603 - Ice car - picture c. 1935



For further information/questions concerning the Library please contact Randy Leclair 
(207-641-9324 - text preferred) or Karen Dooks (781-799-5868).

By Karen Dooks, Chair

Links:

More than 1000 of the images are accessible online =  https://digitalmaine.com/
trolley_images/ 

Seashore Library On-Line Resources -

A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with useful and 
interesting resource material including among other things links to some three decades of 
the Street Railway Journal and the Electric Railway Journal on line is located at on line 
resources:  https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?
g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c 

or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe   The Library continues to 
upload material to the various sections of DigitalMaine - The DigitalMaine Repository is a 
partnership of the Maine State Library, Maine State Archives and community institutions 
around the state.

	 The uploads to the new documents area are quite fascinating as they allow you to 	 	
	 literally leaf through the documents.


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/ 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/ 


	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/ 

	 	 https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/


Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is for Library 
Development – Fund 951.

The Main Line - Availability

If you are not on our direct distribution list and would like to be please drop a note to 
TheMainLine@ramsdell.com . 

https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
https://virtual.yccc.edu/c.php?g=238406&p=3225494&preview=7b52901d1f51db2b76cb2a141ca8589c
http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_museum/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_blueprints/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_images/
https://digitalmaine.com/trolley_documents/
mailto:TheMainLine@ramsdell.com


A peek back in time - As we are enjoying a touch of winter the thought of snow plows came 
to mind.  Here is a peek back 132 years ago for the state of electric snow plows as described 
in the 1890 (V. 6) of the Street Railway Journal.

1890

Assumedly the wearing 
apparel, while very 
stylish in the 
illustration, would give 
way to fur robes and 
hats when in actual 
snow conditions.

This electric plow was 
said to outdo a standard 
plow with a 12 - horse 
hitch.



of the car, and may be raised or lowered at will.  One of the main plows is placed diagonally across the car, one end being 
in front of the forward wheel on one side, the other coming out between the front and rear wheels on the other



A peek back in time - ctd. - Now from 1900 (V. 16) of the Street Railway Journal.  Snow 
plow technology a decade later.

1900







Plow advancement notes also included mention of a number of rotary plows being sold in 
New England although no images.

I got somewhat behind the curve this month.  Travel, blizzards, ice storms, and lethargy!

Regards,

Ed Ramsdell, Editor 

The Main Line 
TheMainLine@ramsdell.com 
http://www.trolleymuseum.org 


