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Goings On at Seashore July was a great month at Seashore and the second half of the month was especially fun.

Cute or what????
Seashore not only has rare trolleys but rare critters as well! The latter part of the month was
started with visitors pointing out a fluffy white “something” grazing near the Visitor’s Center.
Seashore Trolley Museum

Herb Pence said when the animal was pointed out to him by visitors he initially thought it was
a plastic bag until it started to move. Initially it was thought to be perhaps an albino skunk or
groundhog. Executive Director Katie Orlando then posted a photograph of the animal on
Seashore’s Facebook page seeking help in identifying the creature. Experts in such things
reviewed photos of the mystery creature and pronounced it a baby albino porcupine. Should
you wonder, only one in about 10,000 porcupines is born albino. Executive Director Katie
Orlando posted an online competition to name the visitor. Among the suggestions received
were Tribble, Trolley, Prickles, Marshmallow, Snowball, Moxie, Albie, Lamp, Spike, Porky

McPorcupine, and Herb. When the votes were totaled the visitor was determined to be
“Marshmallow”. Probably quite appropriate at least until its quills harden - experts
concerning the family Erethizontidae (new world porcupines) indicated Marshmallow’s quills
did not appear hardened. Marshmallow continues to appear to the delight of Seashore
visitors. E.D. Katie Orlando reported that Marshmallow provided the museum with its first
ever viral social media post. Something that “goes viral” is an image, video, or link that
spreads rapidly through a population by being frequently shared with a number of individuals.
The “Marshmallow story” was picked up by papers and tv stations across the United States
and as far away as Mumbai, India with Katie fielding a multitude of telephone interviews over
the following days. The NECN/Boston NBC affiliate came down to do an interview.
and a Tiger!
More great exposure for the museum,
and a wonderful opportunity to
introduce many young folk and their
families to the fascinating world of the
electrics, came about with the 20th of
July appearance of Daniel Tiger, son of
Daniel Striped Tiger from the PBS
series Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood! A
trolley shuttle took visitors to Daniel
Tiger’s Seashore Neighborhood (aka
Highwood Car Barn) to meet Daniel
and Seashore’s very own Biddeford &
Saco Car 31 to visit and take photos
with Daniel and B&S #31. Other
activities around the Museum included
story time on a trolley, sugar/
gingerbread cookie decorating, and
other family activities as well as rides
trolleys on Seashore’s 3-mile round trip
Seashore Trolley Museum Facebook Post
heritage railway! Daniel Tiger visited
Seashore from 11AM-4PM. Katie
Orlando reported that tickets to the event were sold out in advance with Seashore hosting in
excess of 1,400 visitors. Maine Public for partnered with Seashore on the event!
Do You Recognize ?
Last Month’s Do You Recognize Last month’s road of interest, The Colorado Springs and Interurban Railway, began operation
in 1902 with the merger of Colorado Springs Rapid Transit Railway and the Colorado Springs
& Suburban Railway serving Colorado Springs, CO an important junction point of several
railroads (seven by the early 1900s) and the county seat for El Paso County. The community
is the largest by area in the state. The area was part of the 1803 Louisiana Purchase and

served as territorial capital of the Colorado
Territory for a few months in the early 1860s
before the capital moved to Denver.
The earliest predecessor, The Colorado Springs
and Manitou Street Railway, began horsecar
service in 1887 from the city’s business center
to a liberal arts college that had been
established in the city some 13 years before.
Within a year the line was extending both north
and west operating ten horsecars. The
Colorado Springs Rapid Transit Railway,
chartered in 1890, bought the the Colorado
Springs and Manitou Street Railway and
established the first electric trolley service to the
Manitou Springs an area of natural mineral
springs some seven miles from Colorado
#1 Electric Sprinkling Car (Studebaker Bros. - 1901)
Included at the end of this article is an ad from the
Street Railway Journal - I thought it interesting that
Studebaker Brothers was in the electric rail
business.

Springs. It had been popular with early
tourists since the 1870s. Further
expansions took place during the 1890s
and by 1901 there were 56 cars including
28 motors and 13 trailers operating over
28.5 miles of track.
#66 a pretty closed car (? - ?)
This number confuses me - #66 was supposedly the first
car of the 1901 Brill order of fifteen open cars. It obviously
isn’t an open car nor is it of the same size as the five 1901
closed cars. I can’t find it in any order lists that we have
and unfortunately we do not have a complete roster for this
line.
As always any help would be gratefully accepted!

#52 (J.G. Brill - 1901)
Convertible with Brill’s patented Narragansett
retractable steps

In 1901 Winfield Scott Stratton, a wealthy
mining capitalist and the area’s first
millionaire, purchased The Colorado Springs
Rapid Transit Railway, also ordering 20 new
cars for the Colorado Springs & Suburban
Railway (five convertibles and fifteen opens)

from J.G. Brill. The convertibles featured
Brill’s patented Narragansett retractable
steps (two steps where one was retractable,
allowing the lower step to be placed closer
to the ground than the old one-step system),
retractable windows, and had separate nonsmoking and smoking sections.
These cars were part of the transition from
wood to steel framed cars. In 1902 The
Street Railway Review also reported that
the Colorado Springs & Suburban Railway
had begun using Studebaker electric
#70 Open (J.G. Brill - 1901)

sprinkling cars.
In 1902 Stratton merged Rapid Transit
Railway with the Suburban Railway, naming
the resulting line as the Colorado Springs
Interurban Railway.

#122 Birney (Cincinnati Car Co. - 1919)

Ridership hit its peak in 1911 but within three
years traffic began to decline.

Night Postcard View of Colorado Springs City Center

Route extensions
continued through 1916
with one of the last through
Garden of the Gods
Balanced Rock Station, an
area of beautiful natural
red rock formations that
had been established as a
park by the city in 1909
(the area was designated a
U.S. National Natural
Landmark in 1971).
Following the industry
trend single-truck, oneman, lightweight, safety
cars were acquired with 11
Birney cars ordered from
American Car Co. (ordered
in 1917 and delivered in
1918) and 24 more Birney
cars from the Cincinnati
Car Co. in 1919.
As you would guess the
private auto cut into the
line’s passenger traffic
resulting in the gradual
contraction of some lines.
By 1931 buses were
replacing trolleys on some
routes and the end of April
1932 saw electric service
draw to a close and buses
assume the operation.
There is still a large
municipal bus service to this day with frequent service over the old trolley routes and routes
through areas developed since the end of the electrics.

This Month’s Do You Recognize This month’s Electric Railroad came into being in 1901 to connect two small towns about 10
miles distant and a couple of yet smaller communities in between. The namesake town of

Looking East 1903

the railroad began its expansion from a couple of stores when in 1895 the large natural gas
deposit in the area was tapped. Oil drillers had actually hit the gas deposit in the early 1870s
but demand and technology needed to catch up. With the coming of the natural gas the city

The Square 1903

was able to offer free gas to induce industries to move to the area as well as very cheap gas
use in residences. Metal smelters and a concrete plant were among those attracted. In
1900 a promoter from Missouri moved to the city, also the county seat, and succeeded in

attracting capital from St. Louis to invest in an electric railroad. Construction was announced
at the start of 1901 with construction
beginning in May and the first cars
running the day before Christmas of the
same year.
Also in December of 1901 it was
announced that a site along the route for
an amusement park was being explored.
Negotiations for land at the western end
of the line failed and it was then decided
to use a thirty acre plot just east of the
company’s namesake city.. The park
Car #6
would be adjacent to the powerhouse/car
barn of the system. The summer of 1902 saw some activity at the location, likely as a picnic
ground. By 1904 the city newspaper carried ads concerning events at the park. Things
appear to have peaked in 1906 with a a large number of amusements available. In 1907
250,000 admissions to the park were collected and it was rumored that the park might
become a stop on the Chautauqua circuit. At its height popularity features included:
Boat rental
Swimming area
Dancing pavilion
Bowling alleys
Tennis courts (asphalt)
Fishing area
Roller skating rink
Roller coaster (figure eight)
Laughing gallery
Japanese roller ball game
Water toboggan
Circular swings
Plays (by stock companies)
Band and orchestra concerts
Moving pictures
The Amusement Park (Powerhouse and Car Barn to Right)

The line made it possible for the area’s growing workforce to live at some distance from the
new industries where they were employed. The line also provided transportation in season
to the amusement park.
In early 1902 there was an optimistic report in the Street Railway Journal that the Electric
Railroad Company will build 40 or 50 miles of track, to be operated by steam for the handling
of freight and by electricity for passenger traffic. The necessary car houses, power stations,
repair shops, buildings, bridges, etc., will be built, and the required apparatus installed,

including rotary transformers. Rolling stock and
equipment in sufficient quantity for the
extension in question will be bought. First-class
amusement attractions for the park will be
purchased, including two or three electric or
vapor launches. This did not come to pass
although the promoter did apparently try to
develop another electric line. In 1907 the local
press announced that the new line had
secured financing to build some 67 miles of

Car Barn & Power Station

line. However, two years later the new line
had a reported assessed value of $462.
The 1915 Poor’s listed our line as being
10.02 miles in length, standard gauge, 56 lb
and 75 lb T rail, with 12 cars (6 motors, 5
trailers, and 1 flat). The company owned
one power station. In that report our line
(the Electric Railroad) is shown as under the
control (majority stock ownership) of the
“new” line. Assumedly this was for asset
management reasons as the new railroad
line appeared to have no assets other than
its stock in the Electric Railroad.
Car #2 Midway on Line (1910)

Unfortunately for our line and the communities,
geologic reality caught up with the region. The
seemingly endless gas reserves that had been
spewing billions of cubic feet of gas since 1895
weren’t endless after all. By 1909 the gas
output was declining and soon the era of free
gas, actually of gas in general, was pretty much
over. Without the cheap gas the industries went
elsewhere and to make things worse there was
a decline in the demand for zinc and zinc was
the primary metal being smelted.
Bridge East of City

In 1919 the trolley service and the park ended with the population declining to the pre-boom
levels.
Some weird hints but I’m short on good ones: 90% of this state’s land is currently devoted to
agriculture while three of the top five employers are in the aviation business. Also the 2016

U.S. Decennial Census of our namesake
community indicated a population at the
lowest level since the census of 1890 and the weirdest hint of all - our line’s
namesake city is 232 miles ESE of the
city in an adjoining state where the
Wizard of Oz’s balloon supposedly drifted
away from enroute to OZ (city was
painted on balloon).
Car #6 again but with name in initials only instead of spelled out

Library Committee

Library Committee

Workshops continue on almost all Wednesday nights as well as after Library Committee
meetings. They are well attended and much is being accomplished, under Amber Tatnall’s
able direction.
The Library Committee met on July 13, spending about an hour on the meeting and then had
a workshop until 2 PM. (Meetings are now held every two months on the second Saturday of
the month.) Reports on progress on current projects and future plans were given. The need
for additional electrical outlets in the center of the room for laptop connections was
discussed.
Two items that the Library is looking to have donated (if possible) are a small microwave
and a vacuum cleaner for cleaning the building.
Five boxes of used books which have not sold at recent book sales have been set aside to
be donated to a New York Museum that is starting a library.
Norm Down’s collection has been sorted. Of the material that the Library is not keeping is a
large collection of model trains. Although the initial plan was to offer the collection to
NEMRC or to an auctioneer, since the July meeting STM members have expressed interest
in having a chance to buy pieces of the collection. A sale of this collection is planned to be
held on Members Day.
The stamp collection from Norm Down was given to Richmond Bates to transfer to the
Spellman Museum of Stamps at Regis College in Weston, MA. However, Richmond

discovered two albums in the collection that were of particular value. With approval of
Norm’s sisters Richmond was able to sell them to a dealer for $500 with the money again
being donated to the Library. At the July meeting the Library Committee, the committee
voted to transfer the $500 to the Restoration Shop to be used for purchase of needed
equipment in Norm’s name.

The Library Committee’s next meeting will be on September 14, 2019.
Committee Meetings & Workshops (CM 10AM -12 Noon & Workshop 12PM - 2PM)
Sept. 14 and Nov. 9
Workshop only (10AM - 2 PM)
August 10, October 12, and December 14

Workshops will also be held on Wednesday evenings from 5-7 PM
except for the last weekend of the month
Wednesday evening (5 - 7 p.m.) workshops will meet on:
August 7, August 14, August 21
September 4, September 11, September 18 (please confirm with Amber Tatnall)

Contact Amber or Karen (781 799-5868) to make arrangements to work at the Library at
other times

Links:
More than 1000 of the images are accessible online = https://digitalmaine.com/
trolley_images/
Facebook page = https://www.facebook.com/groups/44932548777/
Blog = http://www.neerhslibrary.org/

Seashore Library On-Line Resources A library resources page originally developed by Amber Tatnall dealing with useful and
interesting resource material including among other things links to some three decades of
the Street Railway Journal and the Electric Railway Journal on line is located at:

http://virtual.yccc.edu/seashoreTrolley
or this handy tinyurl works as well: http://tinyurl.com/zwhndoe
Please remember when sending donations for the library to note that it is for Library
Development – Fund 951.

The Main Line - Availability
If you are not on our direct distribution list and would like to be please drop a note to
TheMainLine@ramsdell.com .
Also, all back issues of The Main Line are now available online at:
https://www.neerhslibrary.org/p/the-main-line.html
Comments From Last Month - In the “Interesting to Me” section there was reproduced an
ad for Casco Bay Lines from a 1905 edition of The Oﬃcial Guide of Railways and Steam
Navigation Companies. The ad noted their steamer fleet of the Pilgrim, Forest Queen,
Emita, and Eldorado. Leo Sullivan noted that the bones of the Emita were buried along the
bank of the Merrimack River near Ring’s Island within a mile or two of my house.
The Emita was sold in 1951 to a Philip and Irene Corbin who had a little boat yard on Rings
Island in Salisbury, MA. It had been stripped and the hull was beached to await whatever
and some local youths decided to have a bonfire.
Another Casco ferry, the Sabino was sold to Red Slavit of Haverhill in 1958 and he resold it
to Corbin who restored it. In the early 70s Corbin sold it to C. Bruce Brown, Joseph
Pulvino, and Corbin’s son Jim who ran it on the Merrimack for a bit and then transferred it to
Mystic Seaport in 1971, selling it to Mystic in 1974 where it resides as a National Landmark
now touring the Mystic River.

Ed Ramsdell, Editor
The Main Line
TheMainLine@ramsdell.com
http://www.trolleymuseum.org

Events for August 2019

Please check https://trolleymuseum.org/events/
for updated and complete information and events throughout the year.

